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Letter^ addressed to Miss WilkeSy from 
Sandhamy in the Isle of Wight , from 
nsgto 1796: 

WITH 

Mr. Wilkes^s Introduction to his History 
of England. 



LETTERS;^ 

LETTER I. 

^ • Many thanks, my deareit 
Polly, for both your letters, and all the 
papers, wfa^ I receiTCd regularly* 

I had a '^^nurable passage both to and 
from the I^e of Wight: two hours in 
going, three in returning. I was not 
mudi fatigi^, and the sea air has done 
one some liti^ good. 

The situation 61^ Sandham cottage is 
inde^ most pleasing, and beggars all 
description. The style of the house is 

VOh. ivl- B 
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very humble, but there are great con- 
veniences, especially for servants, and 
stabling, out-houses, &c. in abundance. 

I hope you will like it, and very much 
too, for I think with Colonel Sloane, that 
it is the most beautiful scene in the Isle 
of Wight. 

The post only gives me time to wish 
my dear daughter a good night, and to 
say that I hope to be with her on Tuesday, 
soon after nine. I shall bring a quarter 
of the Isle of Wight lamb, which is sa 
justly celebrated, according to the usual 
mode of the Alderman's travelling. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER n. 

SanAam Cottage, 
Monday, Mqr 11» 1780. 

MT BBARBST POLLY, 

I THANK you very much for 
your letter, and your solicitude for my 
health. I am rather better, but not so 
much as I hoped, for my stomach is 
JoTt derangi still, and in the night I am 
always sick for two or three hours« 

I am more and more charmed with my 
fellow-traveller, but I regret that I am to 
restore him to the capital so soon as next 
Monday morning. We had a tolerable 
passage from Portsmouth to Ride of' 
about an hour and a quarter, and every^ 
thing auspicious on our land expedition. 
On Wednesday we make war on the 
B 2 



rooks at Sir W. Oglander's ; on Thursday 
we visit Steephill and AppuldurcoiinbS^- 
and lie at Newport. On Friday wg, \ 
make war on the foreigners, who ke^ \ 
such an uproar on the Freshwater rocks, 
and afterwards intend to land on the 
coast of your great island, and lie at 
Southampton. I wish you to jsend the 
letters and news to me at the Star in 
Southampton by Thursday nighfs post, 
and nothing after that day. I hope to 
shew Monsieur Bartlielemy the wonders 
of Holbein at Midhurst, and the beau- 
ties of Petworth, so as to keep to his loo 
narrow circle of Monday mommg. I 
wish him to dine in Prince's Court that 
day, but I find it inconvenient after the 
absence of a few days. 

Adieu : take care of your health, and 
continue to love your most affectionate. 
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LETTER III. 



Sandham Cottage, 
Wednesday^ June 1, 1789. 

Yestbbday I was happy, my 
dearest Polly, by your favour of last 
Sunday, and I read with much satis- 
faction the account of your dear health, 
and the improvement of your voice, 
even in the late cold and tempestuous 
month of May. 

We are impatient for the descending' 
showers to call forth all nature's sweets, 
and waken all her flowers, for the earth 
is as thirsty as Boswell, and as cracked 
in many pfeces, as he certainly is in one. 
His book however is that of an enter- 
taining madman. Poor Johnson ! Does 
a friend come and add to the gross 
character of such a man, the unknown 
B 3 



6 

trait of disgusting gluttony? I shaft 
bring his two quartos back with me, and 
will point out numberless mistakes ; but 
there are many excellent things in them.. 
I suspect not unfrequentty a mistake in 
the Dramatis Persorue. He has put 
down to Boswell what was undoubtedly 
said by Johnson, what the latter did, ancf 
the former could not, say. The motto 
to his book should have been the two 
Knes of Pope, 

Who tells whatever yon thinks whate'er you say. 
And if h^ lies not^ must at least betray. 

In the packet from Portsmouth I 
received the Mercure, No. 21, and the 
Joumaux of May 18, I9, 20, 21, and 22. 
I shall certainly attend to Deputy Brewer** 
wishes about the petition. 

I am sorry that Sir W. L. exposes 
himself so much about his salary a»^ 



Bailiff of the Borough. The Cham- 
berlain never can accept any drafts. If 
the salary is not paid on the day it be- 
comes due^ the Chamberlain would be 
highly culpable ; if he paid it the day 
before, he would be highly culpable. 

I am much pleased that your bed^ 
book-case, and wardrobe^ are finished to 
your mind, and I trust that the workmen 
will give you as much satisfaction in 
every thing else respecting the Grosvenor 
Square house. • It will be a high gratifi- 
cation to me to give you a complete town 
residence. One of the most desirable 
things in this country, which affords the 
most frequent enjoyment, is a convenient 
and elegant house where you generally 
reside. 

I hope your Sunday with Madame de 
la Fite and Miss De Luc was not trisie 
comme une dimanche jinglicane, but a» 
B 4 
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cheerful as a May-day in a more pro^ I 

pitious season. 

I thaiik you for another lamprey. By 
a note in the basket^ we are not to expeet 
any more this year> the season being 
over. 

I hope to dine in Prince's Court on 
Thursday the Qth, and shall follow your 
wishes entirely as to the time of remov- 
ing to Grosvenor Square. By the plan 
you mention, we shall suffer as little in-? 
convenience as possible in the change of 
our habitation. 

Lieutenant Watson of the navy 
brought here some Government dis- 
patches for Admiral Hotham, who had 
left word at Portsmouth that he was 
coming here from Dr. Walker's. I have 
not however seen the Admiral, and 
Watson is returned to Portsmouth. 

Should not the View of the Park ba 
■ijp-medj as well as the frame gilt ? 



Ten thousand respectful things to the 
two Dutchesses* 

I take a share in the disappointment 
of Colonel G , but I think he should 
not Te&ign, We know his situation^ 
and every little helps out, Ireland does 
not produce such another etourdie as 

Bon jour, ma cKere petite^ et ccntinuez 
de m^ aimer. 
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LETTER IV* 

Sdndham Cottage, 
Satonia^^ Aug. 7, I78g^ 
MV DEAREST POLLY, 

Mr* RoUeston, and a varie- 
gated group of fem^es and males, 
numerous enough to take Sandham Fortj. 
have just been here, and brought me' 
your letter of the 4th. I have the highest 
Batisfaction in hearing that your- voice is 
so much better, and its perfect recovery 
ivlll charm me more thafi the favourite 
air of the Mara. 

I shall certainly be early at Portsmouth 
on this day sevennight, the 14th, and 
come to Coveney's. I please myself 
with the idea that the change of air and 
sea-breezes will be propitious. If you 
find the probability of a perfect cure, I 
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would advise you to continue here till 
October, and I will return after my ex*- 
cursion to the capital to open the Cham* 
berlain*s office* If your hoarseness 
should increase by the sea-air, your stay, 
here should be very short, and I would 
accompany you to Portsmouth on your 
return.. 

I am glad Mrs* Mary Minton has 
made so good a debut, and I hope the 
whole performance will equally pleastf 
you. I have pitied you for the many 
dull hours the change of such a servant 
must have occasioned, and to struggle 
through them during the rage of the 
dog-star. 

I have no news of Sir Richard Worsley. 
Mrs. Hill is returned, as I understand^ 
most forlorn and disconsolate. Mrs. and 
Mr. Bissett were expected in the Island 
yesterday. 

We have had a great deal of rain and 
B 6 
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bad weather^ but the cold demon of the 
ague has kept aloof from me. 

I have just received a packet from 
Ride^ containing Eloge civique de Ben-^ 
jamin Franklin^ &c. &c. 

If contrary winds should prevent your 
receivuig another letter in time before 
next Friday, I wish you a good journey 
to Portsmouth, and shall be there as 
certainly on Saturday, as if I was ap- 
pointed to the command of a first-rate* 
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LETTER V. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Sunday^ April 18^ 179a 

MT DEASEST POLLT^ 

I ENJOYED the smiles of heaven 
from town quite to this raral retreat in 
two clear sunshiny days^ and found old 
Neptune in a very placid mood^ which 
|nx>tracted my passage near twohours. 
The spring is rather more forward than 
in the environs of the capital^ hut all the 
fruit-trees are nipped by the lagging rear 
of winter's frosty and the blossoms ai* 
tirely swept away by the late cruel easterly 
'winds. The hedges wear their first gay 
emerald green^ with its beautiful glossi<* 
xiess^ but the trees appear as dead as in 
January. 
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Liphook garden looked cheerful, and 
the landlady as dull and solemn as usual. 

The Cottage improves every hour even 
with this cold wind, but it will not for 
many days be recovered from the blasts 
of the north and east. 

My anxiety for your health follows me 
every where, and I am impatient to hear 
that the progress of spring is attended 
with what I most wish, your perfect re- 
covery of voice, and enjo3nffient of every 
other symptom of bien-etre. 

Good morrow, my dearest daughter. 
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LETTER Vr. 

Sandham Cottage; 
Tuesday^ April 20, IjgOi 
MT BSABEST POLLY, 

2 AM much oUiged by your 
tetter of Saturday afternoon, but I was 
fioriy not to find a petit met about your 
"^oice^ that your hoarseness is abated, and 
tliat you are recovering your soift female 
aote. 

We have not been caressed here by 
any Zephyrs^ but Boreas has visited our 
feces much too roughly, nay he has al- 
most flayed us. You know that I am very 
chilly, and I assure you that I have 
«3aivered ever since I left town ; though ^ 
I thank Heaven, it has been with cold, 
Xiot by the paroxysms of an ague. 

I return Ashmore his parchment duly 

5 
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executed by the Alderman of Farringdon 
Without. 

Mr. Pitt is lucky in the tobacco busi* 
ness^ as in all the rest ; but I hope he 
will relax^ and permit the constitutional 
control of juries^ the glorious and pecu- 
liar prerogative of Englishmen. 
. My Chinese colony go on very pro- 
sperously^ and I shall soon make a sacri- 
fice of some of them to you^ for they 
Beem very delicate. Pray commtmicate 
this piece of intelligence to Mra» lut- 
ings. 

Trusty sends his duty^ and wili beglad 
to be fed by your fiur hands.^ 

Adieu^ my dearest Polly^ and send me 
the best news^ that of your perfect re** , 
covery* 
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LETTER Vir. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Friday, April 23, 1790. 
MT DBAl^ST POLLY3 

I AM not only highly pleased^ 
but much obliged, by your three samples 
of prudence^ as you call tliem, for they 
will probably recover to me a sweet-toned 
daughter, a quality more necessary than 
in any harpsichord. It is observed that 
tl^ sound should be an echo to the sense^ 
and therefore I should expect from you 
an harmonious vehicle of it, as in former 
times. The zephyrs are returned to us 
this morning with Sir Richard Worsley, 
who sends many compfiments; and I 
hope now that the air which you breathe 
has all the balmy qualities of genial 
^ring« 
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I congratulate our neighbours of 
Franco-Gallia that they have at length 
found out the real essence of liberty by 
adopting juries^ both in civil and criminal 
causes^ as a fundamental of their new^ 
constitution. 

Many thanks for the French papers*. 
I return the Bulletin. The others I virill 
bring with me. 

Hie country-post can only furnish you 
with the intelligence of the arrival here 
of ati owl and a pair of beautiful pigeons 
from Appuldurcocnbe Park, and a fierce 
battle between a pea and turkey cock, 
in which the latter was victorious. I 
have taken bark regularly every day, but 
without any alarm of an ague. 

Portez^tms bien, et viaianez^ 
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LETTER VIIL 

Sandham Cbttage, 
Sundaj, A|hi1 25, 1790^ 
MT BBARSST POLLY^ 

This is the first day of thi* 
wayward months which gives the idea of 
spring, and the approach of genial May. 
The humble flowers of the vale, tha 
primrose and cowslips, j^st begin to lift 
their beauteous heads from the dull 
mould which surrounds them^ and ta 
perfume the air. That modest favourite 
of nature, the lily of the valley, looks 
abroad a little in tne middle of the day,, 
to see if the ruffians of the north and 
east are gone. 

I have not the pleasure of any letter 
from you since last Monday, but I heac 
that the post was retarded two days by 
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the contrary winds, and I am not uneasy 
on your account^ because I trust that 
these soft zephyrs bring healing under 
their wings. 

I have been of late deeply read in Fot* 
taire^ His last volumes cannot be called^ 
like the last volumes ofSwiJi, his dotages, 
but there are strange passages in them^ 
and his rage against Shakespeare ap- 
proaches to madness. D^Alembert is hi^ 
second. The one f5rom^ envy, the other 
from hatred of the EngKjsh, and the total^ 
want of taste of the reat subKme. The 
ordures of Shakespeare o&end ITAlembert 
very highly, but I do not recollect any 
passage in him, so diseusting as the fol- 
lowing of D'Alerobert r " Ce qui me 
/ache c^est que ta graisse de ces pendus 
(les deserteurs et faux freres parmi les^ 
gens de lettres) ne sera bonne a rien, car 
ils sont bien sees et bien maigresy This 
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too sdd in a letter to Voltaire — bten sec 
£t bien maigre. 
I ask pardon for such a quotation. 

Sunday Noon. 
The post is jpst arrived^ and has 
l)rought me your pleasing letter of Friday 
last. I rejoice that there is so favourable 
a change of weather^ and I hope that you 
will be one of the firsts and the most^ to 
profit by it. 

The books I fancy are Soame Jeni/ns's 
Works. If they are, you will find great 
entertainment in them. 

You do not mention any thing about 
your researches for a better town-house. 

Poor Lady R -y ! That spirit of 

wanton outrage ought to be diecked, and 
M-cr— hanged. 

I desire to be kindly remembered at 
Prince's Court, to. the Hastings, Mrs. 
BosvHe, Lord and Lady Dudley, &c. 



12 



] 



Btgelstone behaves very well, isf per* 
fectly sober and orderly. 

Sir Richard dines here to-day. He 
understands that the intention is not to 
dissolve the Parliament till the next 
year. 

I am always, my dearest PoUy, more 
than I can ever say, affectionately yours. 



LETTER IX. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Friday, April 30, 179O. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

This sickly month in its youth 
reminded us of its boisterous parent 
March, but now in its gentle decline, 
ushers in propitiously its lovely offspring, 
the blooming May. We have violets. 
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primroses^ and cowslips in great abun« 
dance; and our peachy apple^ and apricot 
trees are in full bloom^ and perfume the 
air. The fine continued rain of Monday 
has called forth all the sweets of nature ; 
and in the Scripture phrase^ " the clouda 
dropped fatness." 

I have the French Jaumaux regular, 
and No. 15, and l6, of the Mercure. 
Mirabeau is mistaken about the signal 
for the massacre of St. Barthelemiy which 
was the striking of the clock at the 
Louvre ; although it is true that Charles 
IX. canardoit ses sujets avec son arque^ 
ihse a gibot/er, in the remarkable words 
[of Mezeray, which he ought to have 
quoted — he fetched them dawn like wild 
ducks with his fowling-piece, in a literal 
translation. Mirabeau's pointing at the 
window of the Louvre must have had a 
good effect. I heard Lord George Gor- 
don say in the House of Commons, that 
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he held in his hand a petition of the Pro^ 
testant Association^ which would reach 
from the lobby to the centre window of 
the Banqueting House at Whitehall; 
the only thing worth remembering of his 
speeches^ except the calling Nugent the 
4dd rat of the constitution. 

I enclose the Bulletin^ and will bring 
hadL all the French papers. 

Many thaiJcs for your letter of Tu^« 
day. 

jidieu^ ma ciire petite. 
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LETTER X. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Sunday, May 2, 17ga 

JIY DEAREST POLLY, 

I WAS much disappointed, that 
I did not find in your last letter an article 
about your voice, which is always pleas- 
ing to my ear, though of late it has lost 
its wonted harmony. The hoarseness of 
winter I trust is gone, and the soft notes 
of May returned in melodious cadence to 
my dear daughter, as well as to all the 
warblers of the spring. 

Sir Richard Worsley dined here yes- 
terday, and desired many comjdiments. 
He has scarcely been an hour fix)m 
Appuldurcombe Park for the last four 
months, except the three days be has 
been so obliging as to come here. He isi 

VOL. IV. c 
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on the tiptoe of expectation to readT 
Bruce's Travels- 

The country begins to be in high 
beauty ; but, however, I mean to leave it 
in a few days, and in my next shall pro- 
bably fix the time of my return. 

Trusty is obliged to you for some nice 
bits given him in your name. 

Every part of this little island is frantic 
about electioneering, except Appuldur- 
combe Park and Sandham Cottage^ where 
we talk. of better things. I am glad to 
Jiear of the general tranquillity in Mid- 
vdesex, and hope it will long continue. 

I find myself necessitated to part witk 
the cook here, and she comes to town at 
the same time I leave this place. All 
future arrang^nents I leave till I have 
the pleasure of seeing you. The gar- 
dener continues at present in my good 
graces. 

Bon j our ^ ma chere Jille : je vous aime 
de tqut man cceur. 



J 
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LETTER XI. 

Sandham Cottage, 
^oTfldayj May 6^ 1790* 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

t AM very happy to hear that 
the weather and your regimen have ope- 
rtted so favourably for the recovery of 
your voice ; and I hope in the course of 
the n^t week to hear that sweetest 
Hfusic to my ear in the usual sweet note. 
I am not a little surprised^ that Colonel 
Gordon sbotdcl not have had a long pre- 
vious notice of the dinner meeting adver-^ 
tised in the Diary for Mr. Mainwaring's 
friends. I think it a bold^ hazardous 
measure. If the meeting is not very 
numerous of real freeholders^ it will 
hurt Mr. Mainwaring ; at which I should 
grieve. 

c a 
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Tlie sweet Muse in Pall Mall has more 
than my best wishes. 

I received the Mercure No. 17, but I 
miss the Journaux from April 18 /o 
April .20, both inclusive. Perhaps the 
next post may bring them. 

JEvery year's Exhibition disgusts, by 
the strong proof of English vanity in the 
number of portraits, and our want .of 
taste in the paucity of historical subjects. 
I hope that Sir Joshua maintains his 
decided superiority. 

The weather continues cold, and we 
liave rain every other day, but warm sun- 
shine is more wished for ; and the far- 
mers, as usual, complain ; although they 
own the wheat looks very well; but their 
maxim is the reverse of Pope's, fVIiatever 
isy is wrong. 

Soame Jenyns's epitaph on Johnson is \ 
excellent. I had admired it before, but 
it was well worth transcribing. There 
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IS another not bad, that Piozzt and 
Boswell impertinently told us how John- 
son coughed, sneezed, &c. I believe by 
Jenyns. 

jidieu, ma iris cJiereJiUe, et continuez 
iaimer voire, irh qffectionni.. 



LETTER XII. 



We of Wight, 
Sundays May 9, 179O. 

HY DEAREST POLLY, 

The news respecting the Muse 
in Pall Mall surprised and charmed me. 
She seems however more sly than shy. 
T^e Prince's Scottish porter I believe is 
z this hour inferior in stature to his 
f oter. News still more pjeasing to me 
c 3 
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i«^ tlie benefit you receive from this geniaf 
month, which I hope will soon restore 
you to your former state of voice and 
health, and then I have no more to ask 
of indulgent Heaven. 

This week will certainly conclude my 
little excursion to the Isle of Wight, but 
I cannot yet fix the day of my return, 
but I will write again on Tuesday. 

The Spanish business is a curious poli- 
tical event. Much depends on the per- 
sonal character of the Spanish Prime 
Minister, who is said to be rash and im- 
petuous. If the King of the French had 
more power, he would instantly seize this 
lucky occasion of diverting the attention 
of his people ; but he is le plus chatri 
des Roisj and I agree with you, that the 
whole will end in a negotiatioii similar 
to the affair of the Falkland's Islands. 

I desire to be particularly remembered 
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to our Prince'is Court neighbours^ and 
the Hastings's. 

I contrive to do all the busings at the 
Chamberlain's office myself, in the week 
prior to Whitsun holidays, that my ab- 
may be less noticed. 

Adieu, ma clierejille. 



LETTER XIIL 



Sandham Cottagei 
Wednesday, May 12, 1790. 

HIT DEAREST POLLY, 

I HAVE only time before I set 
out to buy you a fairing at Brading, to 
ention that I hope to rejoin you in 
rince's Court next Monday, but pro- 
bably not till the evening. 
C 4 
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I wish you to send me the letters, kc. 
here till Friday inclusive, and on Satur- 
day to send them to me at Mrs, Keen's, 
the Anchor in Liphook, 

I will write again to-morrow. 

Adieu t 



LETTER XIV. 



Sandbam Cottage, 
Thursday, May 13, 1700. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I HAP the pleasure of writing 
half a line to you yesterday, and of men- 
tioning my intention of returning to 
Prince*s Court next -Monday evening. 
My letters I desired to be sent here on 
Friday, and on Saturday to Mrs. Keen's^ 
at the Anchor in Liphook, Hants. 
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Many thanks for the variety of French 
papers I have received. I have kept care- 
fully all which have come to hand, but 
some are missing. 

Much good and pleasure to Colonel 
Grordon from his marches and counter- 
marches. 

I have now disposed of all my Tuscan 
vases, with several prints^ from Sir Rich- 
ard Worsley, in a room, which I c^U the 
Tuscan room, and I hope my deaer 
daughter will approve as much as Sir 
Richard says he does, most cordially. ^ I^ 
have now completed alM wish for Sand- 
ham Cottage, and shall not have any 
farther idea for the place, but preserving 
a rural neatness. 

Sir* Richard seems in raptures with ^ 
Bruce* s TVavelsj particularly what re- 

ects Egypt i where he statid many* 

^nths. 

To-morrow i go to Appuldurcombe to 
C 5 
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s€e all bis new acquisitions. I regret so 
good a friend's mistake to dem&a triAiYig^ 
bas&n^ which will draw him into so enor- 
mous an expense, and sacrifice of ricfe 
Ifi^nd, m the very fece of old oe&ft:. 

I e»dos6 fiar yom a humble tribute 
from Brading, >but the fairest production 
of the feir. 

Adieu, jKsqu*auJ^lmsir i^mbross^ ma 
chlfeJMe Lmdi» 
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LETTER XV. 

Sandham Cottagej 
Sunday, July ii^ i;go« 

MY DEAREST 1»0LLT, 

My little tour here has not 
afforded a single incident which could 
entertain you* 

Lord Howe passed me in the road to 
Portsmouth on Friday, and yesterday 1 
{»w at Spithead ten ku^e Dutch ships, 
C)f vfhkii they spoke very disrespectfully 
wheremer I went. I hear orders are 
hourly expected £ot them to jom our 
fleet at Torbay. 

Friday was rainy, and really cold. 
Yesterday I had both wind and tide ad- 
terse, but however I made this short 
passage with Captain Banks in little more 
than two honri^* It blew a strong gale 
the whole time. 

c 6 
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My new cook, Joseph Acton, I found 
at Portsmouth, and broughthini here. I 
like his appearance, for he seems modest 
and good-natured. His age is about 
twenty-two. I have hired him to the 
18th of September. 

The country is in- wonderful beauty. 
The late rains have brought back all the 
verdure of spring. 

I dread the consequences of next 
Wednesday. What monster^ in the mo- 
dern phrase, conceived so mad an idep, ? 
I believed the late barbarities in France 
exceeded those even of their own St. Bar - 
thelemy, as well as of all other nations, 
but I was mistaken. The Italians are 
supeteminent in all wickedness. I have 
just read the Memoirs of the Due de 
Guise, who went to Naples in 1647*. 
He applauds highly Don Francisco To- 
ralte. Prince de Masse, and his Princess. 
The Neapolitans however^ in a fit of po« 
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pular frenzy^ attacked him in the most 
barbarous manner : *^ On lui coupa la 
teste, le cceur lui futarrache]. qui fut parti 
dans un bassin d" argent a safemme, et son 
corps Jilt impitoyable trainee par les riies.**" 
Such in most ages has been the savage 
madness of the mere multitude^ when 
uncontrolled, ignorant, and fanatic in 
any causes History necessarily records^ 
such events, but at the same time be- 
comes quite disgusting.. 

1 shall be impatient to receive your 
first letter from Windsor. I hope much, 
from that air. 

Adieu, my dearest daughter. 
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: LETTER XVL 

• ■ 

Juljr 14^ l»a. 

July seems to me a most un- 
lucky month in this island, for it has 
rained a gOod deal every day since I came 
here, and the heavens are still overchar- 
ged with clouds. I^st yem* I recollect at 
this season, that we had all the Pleiades 
against us^arid the earth was quite drench- 
ed with rain. I hope the drier soil and 
air of Windsor wiH be more favourable 
to you, and to the removal of your cru- 
elly obstinate cpmplaint,^ 

From, the power of sjrmpathy I am iu 
no small agitation of spirits on this day^ 
and I apprehend all the fury of Bellona 
in the Champ de Manr, &om such a col- 
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Ifeioti of parties, which must be d$ violent 
as flint and steel. I guessed that Philippe 
Capefs heart would firi) him, amd I doubt 
not thit he is readywith- some paltry ex- 
cose/ or fib. : 

- 1 have had no ague, nor, fear of it, but 
prudentially I have taken two doses of 
h^ark. ,'. - 

By some little alterations I have cpnT-, 
trived for you to make the tour of these 
premises ateiost entirely, without going 
on the turf, so that the thinnest silk 
shoes would not wet." . , 

I have not yet seen Sir Hichard Wor- 
sley, but had an invitation* to meet Sir 
Henry CKnton, ladies, &c. &c. for a late 
hoctf last Saturday. To-morrow I dine 
at Captain Field'u. . 

Tour letter of the 12th I received 
yesterday afternoon, and i^all always* be 
{Kffticularly happy when you can send 
me t))e best new^ from^ WiiMkor, that of 



40 

your own health, and the recovery of 
your voice. 

I wish for more information about 
Count Luchesi's house. 

I shall direct to you in Prince's Court, 
and James will of course obey your or^ 
dersas to the rest. 

AdieUy ma cherejille. 



1 



LETTER XVII. 



Sandham Cottage^ 
Mondajj July ig, 179a/. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I WAS more impatient to hear 
from Windsor than even from Paris, 
although expectation was on the tiptoe, 
for the great, the important day of thte. 

5 
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14th, big with the fate of the Gallic 
monarchy, if it is still to be so called. 

I had the favour of your letter of the 
14th, on the 17th in the evening ; and if 
I had the veings of a dove, as I have all 
the innocence, though I do not retain 
the cooing qualities, I should take a 
flight to Windsor, and perch between 
yoa and Mrs. De la Fite, with the hope 
of hearing again your former soft notes. 
I trust that your next letter will tell me 
that your voice is recovered. 

I am persuaded you find in Mrs. De 
la Flte the easy, good-natured, and sen- 
sible friend, perfectly accommodating to 
you, whom Feason and discretion rule. 

Sir Richard Worsley dined here to-day^ 
but brought no news of the 1 4th. I can- 
not prevail even for a suspension of the 
drowning several acres to burlesque old 
ocean, and consequently I no more toucht 
a string which sounds so harshly. 



Read and the cook both behave very 
well) but the first is very awkward. The 
other I quite approve. He is orderly, 
and I believe economical-— a rare quality 
in a man-cook. 

I have not a workman on the premises, 
and generally dine alone : taru mieuxpowr 
le vieux et gai j^nacreofty et pour les dsws 
drames, de Hipparcfms^ et de Jules Cesar. 

I am tolerably well, but have had one 
very violent fit of the strangury, after 
the most exemplary temf:(eraAce of masnjf^ 
days. 

Health, peace, and happiness under 
le Chevalier Le Cemte*s roof, ii^ the 
prayer of your most aiFectipnkte friend 
and father. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Sandham Cotttage, 
July 27, 1790. 

I HAVE the truest ^tiefaction, 
my dearest Pblly, to find, by your letter of 
the 22d, that your voice is eertainfy 
better. The anxiety which I have suf- 
fered on ty& occasion, is more than I 
can express^ and especially since the ob- 
stinacy of such a complaint did not at 
&Wj yield to the kindly warmth of gienial 
spring. Your perfect cure has been the 
gt^eat object of my wishes, and from th^ 
very good opinion I have of Mr. De-^ 
vaynes, I wrote to him on the subject, 
and I enclose you his answer. 
^ The primary idea is undoubtedly youK 
heahh, and every consideration must in 
reason yield to that, for expense is out 
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of the question. My finances are In tRe- 
best order, nor can I so much to my own 
heart expend any part of my fortune as 
for your good and pleasure. 

Every expense you have, or may be at 
during your stay at Windsor, shall come 
into my account, as weff as your journey 
to Portsmouth^ when your health gives 
you leave to come ; and that must be your 
guide. 

1 will come to Portsmouth very early 
in the day when you are to arrive there, 
and will have Captain Banks ready with- 
a good vessel. I believe Liphook would 
be the best place fop you to lie at, and- 
then without fatigue you might arrive at 
Portsmouth the next morning about 
eleven ; but I leave thje whole plan to 
your prudence, either to stay at Wind* 
S0r, or come here, where you would be 
Ufiriitely the most welcome of all guests;. 

I have my Buck-warrant, but it is not 
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to be served till Angust, and therefore I 
wish you to purchase a line neck of ve- 
nison^ and present it from me to Madame 
La File. Mr. Deputy Birch in Comhill 
is my venison-factor, and I should be 
glad you would order him to send half a 
buck to Prince's Court, and that you 
would bring it here with you, to be dress- 
ed two or three days after your arrival, 
as should be mentioned in your card to 
Birdi. Green tea, coffee, sugar, &c. I 
am provided with for a few weeks, 

Barthelemy returned my handkerchief 
with a pretty note en stile diplomatique^ 
If a lady had returned a handkerchief I 
should have been hurt at the cruelty, 
unless I had as splen4id a seraglio as the 
Grand Sultan. 

Sir Richard Worsley dined here yes- 
terday, and desired many compliments 
to you- On Saturday he goes to Lon- 
don, and remains there till after the 
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•meeting of Parliament. Mrs. — — has 
left St. Boniface ; the house is shut up ; 
and many unpleasant circumstances are 
<;irculated about the finances of that fa- 
mily. She is much esteemed aiid pitied. 

The weather here is showery, but 
warm, and the corn ripens very fast. 

The King of the French refusing to 
take the oath -at the altar, appears to me 
a mean and pitiful quibble, of which I 
suppose he intends to avail himself 
hereafter. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER XIX. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Sunday, Aug. 1, 1790, 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I AM told by a lady, now in 
this island, a Mrs. Croft, that she was 
cured of an obstinate hoarseness by the 
^ise of the bark. I wish you to mention 
this circumstance to Mr. Dcvaynes, and 
take his opinion. If it is favourable, you 
will then briiig with you the powder, or 
Huxham's tincture, or both. 

I wish you to put up in your trunk half 
a dozen table-spoons, and a dozen silver- 
handled knives and forks, and a marrow- 
spoon, and six dessert-spoons. They will 
be useful here, and may return in the 
name trunk to town. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont, Miss Went* 
4 
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worth, &c. were here last Friday, and 
very sorry you were not in the island. 

Thirty blackbirds were yesterday 
morning on tlie large cherry-tree near 
the bed-rooms in the garden. I hope 
they will hail your arrival in their sweet- 
est notes. 

I have four Mercures, No. 26, 27, 
28, and 29. Moore says, " that oil of 
tartar will entirely remove the pain ari- 
sing from the sting of a wasp, in the 
space of a minute." Be so good as to 
bring a small phial of it. 

I have just received from Ride your 
letter of July 29, but I wait till to-morrow 
for* that ] expect by the post, and then I 
will settle every thing about both our 
journeys. 

Monday, Aug. 2. 

I have a very good letter from 

Madame La Fite, which I will soon an- 
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swer. I give her joy of the recovery ol 
her son. 

Last night I was favoured with your 
letter of July 31 • I rejoice exceedingly 
that your voice is so much recovered. I 
quite agree that the 1 3th is a better tra- 
velling day for you than the 12th, and 
therefore I shall certainly contrive to be 
at Portsmouth early on Saturday the 
14th, and will have Captain Banks and a 
good vessel ready. Perhaps you ijiay 
have forgotten some part of the road. 
It is to Kingston, the Castte, 12 miles; 
Cobham, the White Lion, 8 miles ; 
Guildford, the White Hart, 10 miles ; 
Liphook, the Anchor, 1 6 miles ; Peters- 
field, 8 miles. Palmer's, the Dolphin, 
I believe; Portsmouth, IQ miles, Cove- 
ney's, the King's Arms in the High 
Street. If you approve my plan of your 
staying at Liphook on Friday night the 
13th, I would advise you to write a line 

VOL. IV. p 
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before to Mrs. Keen, to order your din- 
ner, &c. Tench are there very delicate. 
If the sea air is hurtful, I would advise 
you to return very soon, and I will ac- 
company you back to Portsmouth. If 
you receive advantage from it, you will 
probably choose to continue here till Fri- 
day Sept. 10, when I return to town for 
the winter. It is one more experiment 
which you are making for your cure. 

I am grateful to Heaven for the l6th. 
I wish you to bring with you half a buck 
for that day from Birch's, who has direc- 
tions to obey all your orders. 

I desire to be remembered to all our 
neighbours, the charming Miss in parti- 
cular. 

Mr. S — — 's daughter, Jemima, whom 
you thought a modest, pretty girl, and 
so she certainly was, and unaffected, is 
gone mad for love of a designer in the 
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island, and now confined. ^^ Heav'en 
guard us all from Cupid's bow/' 

The Mercure^ No. 30, is just re- 
ceived. And so the National Assembly 
are turned tailors, and make the soldiers 
appear merry Andrews, with one Is^pet 
of the constitution, and the other of 
liberty ! — Surely there is a calenture in 
the air. 



LETTER XX. 



George at Portsmouth, 
Saturday Noon, May 7, 179I. 

MY DEAREST fOLLY, 

The weather has been so fa- 
vourable this day, that I find my frail and 
feverish being much meliorated, and I 
hope that your voice has received the 
same benefit, 

D 2 
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I am just going to embark for Ride 
with a favourable wind. 

Little parcels may be sent to Ports- 
mouth directed to the care of Mr. Pal^ 
mer, at the George, in High Street ; and 
greater may be sent to the Rose Inn, 
Holiom Bridge, directed to the care of 
Mr. Wild, Bugle Inn, Newport, Isle of 
flight, to go bi/ Brookman^s Souths 
ainpton waggon. 

Let me entreat you to lake all pos- 
sible care of my dearest daughter^ and to 
run no risk from the smell of painty 
dampness of new furniture, &c. &c. 

Bon jour ^ ma chere petite. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Sunda/iMayS^ 1791. 

MY DEAKE8T POXLT, 

The first feature in a tour to 
the Isle of Wight is the passing the great 
herring-pond, which I did in an open 
boat yesterday with two oars in an hour 
and three quarters. All the winds were 
asleep, and I was not fanned by a single 
zephyr. 

My late complaint has subsided, and 
I find the disorder has been very epide- 
mical • 

The weather is now very fine, and yes- 
terday there was scarcely a cloud ; but i: is 
very cold. 

I found the garden perfectly neat and 

D 3 
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in trim order, but the cold winds check 
all vegetation. 

I forgot to mention that I wish you to 
order Walther to pack up with the books 
the new map for Anacharsisy which 
Monsieur Barthelemy gave me. It is 
pasted on thick paper, and is in my book- 
room against the wall near the window. 
I desire you however not to send Bos- 
well's new work, till you have fully gra- 
tified your own curiosity. 

I beg you to express to Lady and Lord 
Shuldham my concern that I have it not 
in my power to accept their kind invita-^ 
tion to the musical party with my old 
friend Lord Abingdon. 

I wrote to you from the George at 
Portsmouth, and now renew my earnest 
request that you would not fatigue your- 
self, nor risk any cold in removing to a 
house so litfle inhabited for many 
months. 
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Trusty sends his duty, and seems to 
possess all the fidelity and gratitude of 
his species, 

I desire to be remembered to our good 
Prince's Court neighbours. 

Adieu, my dearest daughter. 



LETTER XXir. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, May 12, IJQl, 

MY Z>EAR£ST POLLY, 

I coNGRATaLATEyou on a very 
pleasing discovery made in these en- 
virons a few months ago. It is of a large 
bed of oysters at the bottom of the sea 
about half a league from Sandham bay. 
I have several times counted near fifty 
ships, of no small size, employed in this 
D 4 
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fishery. It reminds me . of the Bright- 
helmstone fishirig fleet, but the vessels 
are larger. The oysters are said to be 
small, and are carried afterwards to 
oyster-beds, and deposited in rivers, to 
fatten. • 

I hear that Lord Hood is at Ports- 
mouth, and that the preparations for war 
are carrying on there v;ith great spirit, 
which I trust will ensure peace, and I 
think it probahle. 

I have had no small pleasure in adorn- 
ing your seat ; and the myrtles, lilies of 
the valley, pinks, &c. &c. look very 
pretty among the concretions of the 
oyster and other shells, and perfume 
the ambient air. 

Your two letters of Monday and 
Tuesday I received yesterday, and I 
thank you for the pleasure and enter- 
tiainment of them. 

I enclose a draft for Jerrard^s Portland 
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mutton, which I wish James might talus 
to Lewis and Boucher's, No. 84, Cheap- 
side, and bring back Jerrard's draft on 
me, with the receipt indorsed, and I beg 
you to keep it till my return. The next 
winter will I hope see many sheep of that 
perfect kind suspended in your new 
larder. 

I return Ashmore's parchment pro- 
perly authenticated to him by the post. 
I find the maUaise generate much dimi- 
nished. I iiave three times had recourse 
to my old friend the beaume de vi6 
with success, and my regular walks on 
the margin of old ocean I find very salu- 
tary. 

Dr. Harrington very rationally guessed 

what was in tlie musical composition of 

the Death of Mary Queen of Scots from 

what ought to have been there, and the 

most striking part of the whole. 

I exceedingly applaud your prudence 
D 5 
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in not braving the east or north wind:? 
after sunset, and I hope your voice has 
already benefited by it, 

I expect soon a line from Grosvenor 
Square, but not too soon, 

I have not seen the advertisement you 
mention about la Chevalirte D'Eon, 
I am sure that I shall approve whatever 
you do in my name for the female Che-- 
valiershipv 

I beg you to lay me at the good 
Dutchess's feet, with the jnost tender 
expressions of regard and esteem. 

I laughed much at the French con- 
descending to copy the canaiHe of this 
country in the barbarous absurdity of 
burning a Pope ; but I should have been 
better pleased, if their insults and out- 
rages had extended only to wooden 
images. 

What a rage there is among us for 
politics^ and foreign politics too, , when 
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such men as Fox * and Burke spit so 
much venom at each other ? The greatest 
rancour i& always from bosom friend- 
ships soured to resentment. 

Adieu, my dearest Polly, and continue 
to lov^ me. 

Just setting out for Brading to fetch 
you a fairing. 

* Mr, Wilkes is at all times unjust to Mr. Fox. 
If ever man. was without venom, Mr. Fox is so. 
Even to the irritability of Burke I would apply "a 
diffeient expression^ 
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and have you seen her ? I think that at- 
tention on your part would be very 
polite. 

I wonder it has not been said of CJiarles 
Fox as oi Adam, *^ Soiiie pious tears he 
dropt, but wiped them soon." I laughed 
at the idea of their being preserved in a 
crystal vial*, Pitt seems as fortunate 
as Sylla. I long to hear of the haj^y 
effects of this soft^ ?ilky, zephyr-teeming 
month on your voice. 

AdieUy ma ckere peiite. 

* Never were tears more honourable to hamait 
nature^ shed^ than those on the occasion alluded' 
to : they are sufficient to wash away a hundred' 
political sins^ admitting Mr. I. to be guilty <£ 
«uch.. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, May ip, 1791. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I DID not receive till yesterday 
your entertainment of the 14th, and I 
truly sympathize with you in your present 
plague of workmen, who as little respect 
truth as any courtiers, or even favourites. 
Smith is particularly culpable, because he 
fixed the time himself. 

I have no objection to the bell-hanger 
finishing his business through the house, 
for you are a perfect judge of what will 
be wanting. 

I rejoice that the smell of the paint is 
gone off, but the house cannot be habi- 
table, till you have the carpets laid down 
ia the eating parlour as well as your bed- 
1 
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chamber; and perhaps you will make the 
experiment of eating once or twice, or 
sleeping in Grosvenor Square, before you 
quit Prince's Court entirely. I hope to 
be in town the week before Whitsuntide, 
probably the Thursday or Friday after the 
birthday, and I will either come to 
Prince's Court, or Grosvenor Square, as 
you choose. If I come to Grosvenor 
Square, I can for three or four hours in 
the day go to Prince's Court to give 
directions about all the books, which are 
many, in the closets near my bed-cham- 
ber, and the prints remaining in my 
book-room, and return to dine or sleep 
in the Square. 

I have read the Lettre Pastorale of 
the Bishop of Paris, and I admire the 
good sense and moderation of it, but I 
suppose it will be burnt at Rome as the 
Pope's late bull was at Paris, 

The post has just brought me your 
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letter of May 17, for which I desire 
many thanks. You give me good gene- 
ral news of your health, but not a word 
respecting the recovery of your voice. 

I am flattered that my fixed idea of 
the Impeachment being abated by a dis- 
solution of Parliament has received the 
sanction of the Lord Chancellor's opi- 
nioa. As far as I have observed, Lord 
Abingdon's remark on the late failure of 
Mr. Hastings's vigour of mind is quite 
tmfounded, and the turn abput Hercules's 
club and distaff w^s pert and low. The 
Commons I fear will equal their Lordships 
in absurdity ; but the public at large, and 
posterity, will do that great and merito- 
rious man ample justice *. 

The anecdote of the maitresse de 
pension is admirable. 

* The public begins already to do that justice. 
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I can believe any thing wild, or wicked, 
of Monsieur D'Orleans, or good and 
exemplary of Madame D'Orleans* 

The weather here is very cold and 
churlish, and to-day we have a continued 
mizzling rain. 

Mr. Bisset dined here yesterday alone, 
and talked much of his expected French 
visitors. 

The primroses and cowslips, to which 
I paid so much attention last year, have 
rewarded me by their superior beauty and 
fragrance in the present. 

Trusty*s duty, and thanks for the 
good bits he has had in your name. 

Je VQUS souhaite bien le bonjour. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Thursdaj^ May 26^ 1791. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

Your letter of May 21 , which 
I received only yesterday, gave me the 
most agreeable news I can have here, 
that of your dear health, and your voice 
being improved. 

You report a very great progniss in- 
deed in the Grosvenor Square house. 
There is not a more surprising or more 
pleasing metamorphosis than that from 
the laying down a beautiful carpet on a 
dull floor, always excepting nature's fine 
green carpet of turf on the dirty mould, 
or black earth, the effect of which is 
astonishing. 

As to the expense of any of the aU 
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teratlons, I believe that I am fully equal, 
even at this moment, to the whole* 
My plan is, 'to call in all the bills, 
Rogers's included, as soon as we are a 
little settled in the house, and to dis- 
charge them all before, or at, Christmas. 
If I want any as^stance, I am not above 
asking it, for a short time, but I believe 
that I shall not^ and I particularly entreat 
that nothing of the kind may be arranged 
till I have the whole under my eye. 

Midsummer approaches so near, that 
I wish you to. tell Jenoy Rogers that I 
have no occasion for her services after 
that period, and I do not intend that she 
should go at all to Grosvenor Square. 
I mean however* to part with her on terms 
of decency and civility. I leave the 
whole arrangement of servants, &c. in 
the new house to your prudence. 

I intend to be in town the.Qth of June, 
Thursday, and will follow your ideas 
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entirely whether I shall come directly to 
Grosvenor Square or Prince's Court. 

I have not yet the books, but I am in* 
formed that they are arrived at South* 
ampton. 

I shall take an early opportunity of 
paying my devoirs to thQ^-Comtesse HAU 
hany. Did our court adnajt that title, 
which was conferred, I beljeve, by Louis 
XV.? 

I received yesterday the parcel from 
Portsmouth. I found no Aferi^Kre, and 
only two Joumauxy o^J^ay^arid 10. 

I have not yet seen iny landlord. I 
have nothing going'on^ but the common, 
triflings neceSsarvT^airs. Thf brooms 
in the garden are very little damaged by 
^* the late bad weather. 

Ck)od fish are very scarce indeed, arid 
I have had* only one fine bass of twelve 
pounds since my arrival, and mackerel 
twice. 
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The weather has be^ very tempes- 
tuous for the last week, but we have 
now a soft, calm, genial day. 

My kindest compliments to Mrs. Gror- 
don, and many tender things in my name 
to Miss Smith. 

The passage to Portsmouth is so un- 
certain, and the- weather so warm, that 
I do not send you any stinking fish. 

I long to be gratified by the former 
melody of your voice, the most pleasing 
music to my ear. 

jidieu^ ma chere petite. 

P. S. I have just received another favour 
from you without date, but it mentions 
James Lee's having paid me a Bank note 
of one hundred pounds on account. Be 
so good as to send it to my bankers', 
Lefevre, Curries, and Co. No. ip. Corn- 
hill, take their receipt, and keep it till 
my return. 
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I leave the whole affair of the bells to 
your good ta?te. 

Bon joury ton jour, ma bien-aimee 
Marie^ 



LETTER XXVI. 



Sandfaam Cottage^ 
Friday, May 27, 179I. 

I WROTE to my dearest daugh- 
ter yesterday by the post, but I take up 
the pen again now to thank you for the 
packet, which I received this morning 
from Portsmouth. It contained the 
Mercure^ No. 20, the Journaux from 
May 1 6, to May 17, both inclusive. May 
15 is wanting, and I believe of no conse- 
quence. 
I am much obliged to you for your 



1 



n 

attention in sending me Burke's second 
pamphlet, which is by no means equal to 
the first in the beauty of the style or 
composition, but I think contains the 
melancholy ravings of a maniac, of which 
the treating Launay's death, after such 
flagrant treachery, as a foul murder, is 
one small instance. I agree however to 
half he has said about Jean Jacques. It 
is much Burke's own character, much 
splendid, brilliant eloquence, little solid 
wisdom. 

I return the Ward papers signed. Be 
so good as to send them to Ashmore by 
the servant, and Thomson's letter by the 
penny post. 

I enclose you a curious letter, which 
contains ia singularly absurd request ifi 
the present moment. 

The books are all arrived, and the 
map. 

5 
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I cannot hear of any thing at Shank- 
lin which might promise to please Miss 
Carter, towhom I beg many compliments. 

I continue in the plan of coming to 
towfl Thursday, the pth of June. 

Adieu! 



LElTER XXVII. 

Saadham Cottage, 
Sunday, June 5, 1791. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I HOPE that you are now reco- 
vered from what must have been the 
suffocating heat of yesterday's drawing- 
room. I found myself very faint the 
whole day, although I bear heat tolerably 
well, but I am afraid that my languor 
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and oppression on the brink of old oeean 
was comparatively trifling to what you 
must have suffered in such a crowd. 

The Duke of Wirtemberg and Mr. 
Trancis Egerton were here yesterday, 
and seemed highly pleased. They did 
not dine, being obliged to return on 
business early to Portsmouth in the 
afternoon. 

I am truly concerned for the dangerous 
illness of my nephew ; but I trust that his 
youth, strong constitution, and the fa- 
vourable season of the year, will triumph 
over the violence of the attack. I have 
to thank my brother for the kindness of 
his offer respecting Thames Ditton, but 
I riever make an inn of a friend's house, 
rfbc^ could I think of staying there, when 
my dearest daughter was in town. Many 
acknowledgments however for the kind 
proposal. 

All the particulars in your letter of 
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Wednesday, except what respected my 
nephew, were very pleasing to me, but 
there was too little about yourself. I 
hope however that your voice is improv- 
ing, and your general health perfect, 
and I long to hear the soft accent of my 
dear papa in the former melodious note. 

I should be inclined to think that the 
French refugee Princes would not suc- 
ceed, as they seem to have both the 
nation and the court against them, and 
the popular fever rages still very furious- 
ly. Their devices are absurd. A deuicc 
should be short and clear. 

The summer came with June, b\it wc 
have missed our spring. All the month 
of May was cold and tempestuous. 

It will be prudent to get what you can 

finished this week both by Mayhew, and 

Ince, and Seddons, for the next : being 

\ybitsun week, nothing \yill be regarded 

E 2 
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by their workmen, but the sacrifices to 
Bacchus. 

I shall probably not epistolize you 
again from Sandham Cottage, but I wish 
for a line by Tuesday's post to me at 
Mr. Palmer's, the George, in the High 
Street, Portsmouth; and I wish you 
would enclose the Public Advertiser of 
that morning, cropping the edges, and I 
hope to thank you for it in person next 
Thursday. 

Trusty sends his duty. 

I believe that I have now a prudent, 
staid, and intelligent gardener. May is 
sober and orderly, but seems to have 
nothing but a tune in his head : that is 
better however than beer or brandy. 

The farmers are swearing, and the 
parsons praying, for rain, with little pro- 
bability of success, as one of them said, 
till the wind changes. They both re- 
4 
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verse Pope's maxim ; for they think, 
ffhatever is, is wrong. 

Thirty-five sail of the fine only actually 
remain at Spithead, but th^e are three 
Admirals. 

Adieu. Je vous souhaite bien, ma ckere 
petite, ie ton jour. 



LETTER XXVni. 

Anchor^ at Liphook^ 
Friday Afternoon, July 8, 179I. 

MY DBAREST POLLY, 

I HAVE found the tench here 
so remarkably delicate, that nothing 
could add to their flavour on a certain 
Alderman's palate but the eating them in 
your company. They were indeed ex- 
E 3, 
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. quisite^ and I see a brace playing about^ 
which seem to promise equally. I have 
therefore spoilt their sport in the watery 
clement, and as they set out this evening 
before ten, it is thought they will arrive 
in Grosvenor Square to-morrow morning 
in time for you to decide at four, if thar 
personal merit is equal to that of their 
late companions. 

Two little feathered folks, young and 
tender, of the same farm, accompany 
them in the journey, and I hope are not 
unworthy of being croques. 

My best compliments to the nymph 
of the bosquets of Grosvenor Sq^iare. 

Adieu ! 



J 
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LETTER XXIX. 

S^dham Cottage, 
Sunday, July 10, 1791. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

J HAD a pleasant drive to lip- 
hook, where I arrived before three. I 
read, and sauntered in the garden, all 
the afternoon, and at nine recommended 
my weary limbs to the drowsy Morpheus. 
Yesterday I had a lucky passage to Ride 
of exactly forty-five minutes between 
the two shores. 

I heard that Lord Hood was on shore 
at Portsmouth; but as Captain Banks 
told me the wind was quite favourable, I 
did not pay my compliments to his 
Lordship in person, but before I em-» 
barked took a sheet of gilt paper, and on 
the inside wrote, 

B 4 
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'* Glory and Victory to Old England, 
A<lditional fresh laurels to Lord Hood ;** 
and superscribed it, " TTje Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Hood, with Mr. Wilkes's 
respectful compliments," 

I wrote to you from Liphook, and 
sent you a brace of tench, and a couple of 
chickens, whidi ought to haw been in 
Grosvenor Square by eight on Saturday 
morning. 

The country has recovered a small, 
very small, tinct of verdure, but is truly 
pleasant. Autumn seems advancing very 
fast- 
Yesterday Topham, Mrs. Wells, An- 
drews, George Macaulay, wife, sister, 
four more ladies, and three gentlemen 
called here. They ate cracknels, drank 
Frontiniac, and decamped. 

I received the letter from Mr. Lockey 
about the Port, and have answered it by 
this post, and I likewise write to James 
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Lee on the subject ; so that I take a good 
peep into futurity as to the cellar in 
Grosven<M' Square. 

There are thirty-six sail of the lirae 
now at Portsmouth; but the universal 
opinion there is, that Lord Hood will not 
go out of the Channel. I sailed quite 
through the fleet, and my heart exulted 
at the si^t. 

Adieu, my dearest daughter; 



LEXTER XXX. 



Sandhatn Cottage^ 
Friday^ July IS, 179U 

MY BEARBST YOLLY, 

I PASSED yesterday without any 
^f t^ tarors on aceount of the annivef- 
fiary of the French revolution, which 
nil the hoadon ps^rs seemed to wish t^ 
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inspire for our friends in the capital. Not 
a broken head I believe yesterday, but 
many a headach to-day in consequence 
of the number of strange toasts in bum- 
pers. 

I shall be happy to hear that the 
chimney-piece in the eating-parlour is 
finished, and all the prints arranged to 
your mind. I believe Charpentier has 
more than you suspect; I gave him so 
many. If more are wanting, I wish you 
to lay out for me twenty or thirty pound)* 
more to make the room complete. I am 
anxious that it should be finished to your 
mind ; and although it requires much 
thought, attention, and labour, I hope- 
to heair' of its being brought to perfection^ 
before the end of the month. 

I had the pleasure of your letter of 

Monday. I did not call on Mrs. G^rdw 

. nerv Captain Bissett dined here ye8te8=- 

4ay^ but I have neither seea nor heac4. 
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•of Sir Richard Worsley. The French 
ladies are at Knighton House^ a grand- 
. mother, mother, and little daughter. 

The fleet still remains at Spithead. 

My clerk, Edwards, died last Saturday. 
He is a real loss to the office. Charles 
Montague succeeds him ; and Keyes, 
Charles Montague; but I have not 
named any additional clerk. 

Be so good as to send me in the next 
parcel, two sixpenny phials of Amster- 
dam ink, and a small box of wrfers, all 
red, with two quires of the best 8vo. gilt 
paper. 

It rained here all Sunday and Monday, 
to the great joy of all the farmers in the 
island. 

I have seen twice a do2:en porpoises 
sporting near the shore. — ^Your packet is 
just arrived with the Mercure, -No. 27, 
and the Joumaiuvfrom June 2S to July 3, 
both inclusive, which continue the old 
£ 6 
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with great exactness. Omi of the Mom- 
teicrsy I observe, that of July 7, is missing. 
I §hall dedicate to-morrow to them. The 
Troisieme Supplement au Nmveau Die- 
tionaire Historiqw I received before, and 
therefore wish you to return the other 
to BofFe. It is truly interesting and 
valuable. 

I have a letter from iny brother 
Hea^. Be so good as to tell him that 
I.anj sorry for his accident, and that 
when I return to town I will send him 
%Y\p old Prince's> Court lease, and his 
large box. The schedule^ of which he is 
desirous, was copied and annexed to the 
lease, which I surrendered to Mr. Wigg, 
and consequently became an original, 
when the new lease was signed. 

Lady Oglander has been most dan- 
gerously ill from the silly trick of bleed- 
ing herself with a 9traw ia the nose. 
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She pricked an artery^ and the effiislon 
of blood was prodigious. 

I wish you oould partake of the infi- 
nite quantity of strawberries and cherries, 
which my care has rewarded me with. 
My dterrie^ are the prey of the black- 
birds, and they are moet welcome. 

Adieu, ma chereJUle, aimeZ'-moi tou^ 

I beg to be remembered kindly to 
Miss Smith, Lord and Lady i^uldham, 
Madame La. Fite, &c. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Sandham Cottage, 
July le, Monday^ 1791 • 

MY DEAREST PQLLY, 

I PLEASE myself with the idea 
that by the late fine weather your voice 
has now recovered its former soft tone, 
and that the exertions of it for your 
friends cease to be painful to yourself. 
You ought not in all fairness to suffer by 
our gratification. 

I have a most grateful letter from 
young Montague on his promotion, but 
not a word from K-y-s. 

Surely nothing ever equalled the ab- 
surdity of Gregoire's letter to Lord 
George Gordon — except perhaps Lord 
George's answer, 

I am glad that common sense is re- 
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turned to Lord S— -. Why will the 
mild nature of Kippis coalesce with suck 
heterogeneous madmen and ruffians ? 

Trtisty's duty, and thanks for many tid- 
bits he has had by your orders. Be so 
good as to send in the next parcel, Dr» 
Trtisler*s Garden Companion, price one 
shilling. Byfield and Hawksworth can 
get it. 

We have had fine rains the last two 
days. Your favourite walk near the sea. 
is 445 feet in length : a mile is 5280 feet, 
12 times 445 is 5340, consequently sb^ 
times that walk, and the return, is above 
a mile — ^when will you take it ? 

I believe nothing ever equalled the 
constant attentipn and exactness of my 
dear daughter. I have just received her 
billet of Sunday last, and the ink, paper, 
.*&c. 

Total of the fine at Portsmouth^ 
2782 guns^ 23>04l men» 
2 
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I am shocked lo read of ttte savage, 
crnel, and persecuting" spirit of the me« 
chatiics tt Binningham ; and I trust iimt 
Govermnent will exert itseff in the pu- 
nishment of SQ yile and wic^jed a crevr » 

James Lee has luckily got me a pipe 
of exccltent Port of 1786 ; but he docs 
!K>t mention the price. 

AdieUy ma ehere^ik. 



LETTER XXXIl. 

Sandham Cottage; - 
Monday^ Jvly^S^ ^gt. 

MY DEAREST? VOtLY, * 

1 RECEIVED the favour of youl^ 
letter of last Thursday yesterday morn- 
ings and am delighted with the favour- 
able account you give me of your voice's 
returning to its former pleasing tone. 



I shall certainly be at Portsmouth early 
<m Saturday morning the 13th of Ai^wt 
to receive you^ and will order Captain 
Banks to have a vessel ready. P^Imer's^ 
at the George in the High Street, is the 
inn I am told now to be the best. I 
suppose you lie at Liphook^ and in that 
case I advise you to write previously to 
Mrs. Keen. 

Perhaps it would be as well to have 
the floor*doth put down by Smith as 
soon as you leave Grosvenor Square^ 
that the smell might be quite gone before 
your return ; and if the rooms are all 
locked up, there eould no damage occur. 

You will want fine sugar and good 
tea. I believe there is sufficient of other 
things. — ^The picture of the female saint 
over the chimney in the eating-parlour I 
am most desirous to see well placed. 

I desire you to write in time to Deputy 
Birch for half a buck, which you will 
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bring with you for the J 6th of August, 
and a pine-apple. Mr. Bissett supplies 
me very kindly with melons and other 
fruit, but I have heard nothing of Sir 
Richard Worsley. 

I was shocked at the infamy of the 
French handbill. The expense of Vol 
taire's triumph was to the highest degree 
absurd. Is the triumph of calm sober 
philosophy to be celebrated with the vain 
pomp and mad expense of a proud con 
queror ? 

Has Lady Shuldham begun the chapel 
to the heroes of Runnymead, or are all 
the gay ideas, which liberty inspires, 
vanished ? It is remarkable that the riots 
at Birmingham were in fevour of Govern- 
ment. They are generally meant to over- 
turn the ruling powers. They will prove 
a cruel tax on the whole county of War- 
wick, the innocent as well as the guilty^ 
of more than 100,000/. 



91 

I have at last a very grateful letter 
from Mr, Keyes on his promotion. 

I am truly sorry for dear Miss Smithy 
and I wish yoa to express to her my sin*^ 
cere concern. 

We have bad much rain the two last 
days^ and very cold weather^ which has 
driven me twice to my bark potations^ 
and I am now free from any aguish 
alarm. 

The Mercure is right. No. 28, and the 
Jofumxmx from July 4 to Jidy 14, both 
inclusive. Many thanks likewise for the 
other things. 

jidieu, ma tres cherts 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Friday, July 29, 1791- 

Many thanks, my dearest 
daughter^ for your letter of Wedneed^, 
and all the acoompaniments. The 
Mercure of No. 29, and the Joumanx 
from July 15 to July 17, both incisive 
and exaM. 

I look forwaids to the 18th of August 
with true satisfaction, and you will cer- 
tainly find me that morning at^ForMl^ 
mouth. 

I wish you to bring me a pound of bark 
in powder, and half a pint of HuxJiarrCs 
tincture of bark. 

My plan for Sandham Cottage in the 
winter is only a gardener, his wife, and 
a labourer. The present gardener wishes^ 
to marry, I have given my consent.. 



93 

He says that his wife can cook. He is 
to be married next week, and to bring his 
wife here. Saunders's wife will assist, 
and Sally will make the beds, &c. ; but if 
you choose to bring any other female 
servant, I desire you would; I mean 
besides your woman. 

I have not yet read the French news. 
The moment is truly critical, but I rather 
think the monarchy will continue, per- 
haps with limitations more strict than 
our own. 

We have had a great deal of rain and 
stormy weather, but the wheat looks 
well, and is not much lodged. 

I desire you to lay me at the feet of 
the fair fugitives at Richmond, and to 
assure Mr. and Mrs. Hastings of my 
great regard. 

The goodness of Madame De la Val- 
liere to us both nejinit pas. 

Acfieu! 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Sandham Cottage, 
, Monday, Aug. 1, 179^* 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I ENTREAT you to bc vcry 
cautious that you are not heated, or much 
fatigued, by too great attention to the 
workmen in Grdsvenor Square. Autum- 
nal fevers are most carefully to be avoid- 
ed, and the present season is not veiy. 
healthy. 

If )^u find that after the arrangements 
^OT the eating-room in town, you have 
two or three prints to spare, and they 
should be about fourteen inches wide, and 
sixteen high, I wish you to orderCharpen- 
tier to pack them carefully in a box, and 
to send them here, according to the old 
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Erection, John Wilkesy Esq. to the care 
of Mr. fVildy Bugle Inn, Newport, Isle 
of WigJu, to go by Brookman^s South" 
ampton Waggon from the Rose at Hol-^ 
bom Bridge, and to be booked. Sugar- 
loaves, and other things of too great 
bulk or weight, might be sent in the same 
manner, not to overload your post- 
chaise. 

, Your last letter mentions nothing 
about your voice, the news most interest- 
ing to me. 

I forgot to mention coffee, wax-candles 
large and small for the veilleuses, and 
salad-oil. 

Byfield's nephew succeeds as junior 
clerk in the Chamberlain's office, on 
good recommendation and security. 

I observe that in the last number of 
the Jl/erc«re the words ^^ M. Mallet du 
Pan est seul charge de la par tie poli^ 
tique" are omitted. 
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The rice is very bad here : be so good 
a» to bring some excellent. 

We are distressed here, especially 
about the hour of dinner, for a clock. 
If you have no objection, I should be 
glad to have your old one, which has 
been repaired by Le Roux, and his 
people might carefully pack it up. 

The aiFairs of France are brought to 
a near conclusion, as it appears to me, 
by the National Assembly. All the exe- 
cutive powers in the Monarch have been 
suspended since June 25. By their Isrte 
decrees, if he accepts, and swears to ob- 
serve, the new constitution, he is King 
of the French with very limited powers. 
If he refuses, or should afterwards retract, 
the decree dedares him to have abdi- 
cated, and that he shall then be consi- 
dered only as a private citizai . The new 
constitution will be completed, it is 
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said, in less than a month, and the new 
elections then be proceeded upon. 

La Fayette is wild, and culpable for 
releasing an intended assassin, who is let 
loose for other assassinats perhaps. He 
ought to have been tried, condemned to 
death, and La Fayette then have inter- 
ceded for him, if the power of pardon 
still exists any where. 

I shall be obliged to you at your full 
leisure to call at Seddons's, on some tour 
into the City, and to choose for me six ' 
garden chairs, light and easy, with holes 
at the bottom for the rain to pass, and 
to be painted white, to be sent to this 
cottage as soon as convenient. , 

Should Lady Shuldham erect the 
chapel we talked about, and paint thq 
inside, this humble pen would trace out 
proper inscriptions in a cause which I 
have at heart. Perhaps her Ladyship 
could scarcely iind a more elegant amuso^ 

V<QL. IV. F 



'98 

^ment, and l)y no means expensive ; but 
her pencil would make it invaluable. 

Adica! 






Better xxxv. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
•Sunday, Aug. 7> 17£^ 

MY DEAREST aPOLLY, 

On Thursday night I received 
the packet from Ride, with your enter- 
taining letter of Wednesday^ and all the 
French papers very exact. The Mercure 
is No. ao, and the Journanx from July 
1 8 to July 24, both inclusive. 

As I have the happiness of expecting 
you here the end of the week, I shall 
order my dd Captain, Banks^ to he ready 
1 
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with a good vessel at Portsmouth on 
Saturday morning at ten. 

I wish you to send all the English and 
French papers, &c, by Wednesday 
night'^ diligence to Portsmouth, where 
I shall be probably on Thursday, and they 
will entert^n me till your arrival on the 
Saturday. 

The weather is remarkably fine, and 
promises to be settled. 

Be so good as to bring me twenty- 
five of the best fine-nibbed pens, and two 
<}uires of the best large common paper. 

I have had some slight apprehensions 
of the old enemy again invading me, but 
they have not been realized, and you, 
who are used to bring me so many good 
things, will bring me the specific. 

I wish Anacreon may add to your en- 
tertainments. 

Sugar for coffee is much wanted here, 
tuiacaroons, almonds and raisins, &c. ; 
P 2 
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venison and pine-apple for the l6tfi, 
I mentioned before. 

I like exceedingly the plan you en- 
closed for the arrangements in the eat- 
ing-parlour. The prints not used may 
l)e left in my bedchamber. I thank 
you for what you have done respecting 
the good Dutchess, who has every claim 
on us 'both. 

Adieu, ma chere petite. 
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LETTER IJXXVI. 

Sandham Cottage-, 
Monday^ Aug. 8, IfSU 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I HAVE examined with parti- 
cular care and attention the plan, which 
you enclosed, of the aiTangements of 
the prints for the eating-parlour in Gros- 
venor Square, and I most entirely ap- 
prove. I am sure that the effect must 
be very pleasing. I rejoice that the 
chimney-piece is up, and that you leave 
the painting to be finished during your 
excursion to the sea-coast. 

Many of the other prints, which were 
ia my bedchamber at Prince's Court, I 
intend for my sleeping-room in Grosve* 
-Hor Square ; but some of the others in 
jour lists I wish you to order Charpentier 
F 3 



to pack up directly and carefully, and to 
send them to Sandham Cottage. I should 
be glad to have the following here — the 
Queen and Princess Royal \ the Old 
Man and Child in his arms ; Laocoon ; 
seven Ovals of Hampden^ &c. ; King WtU 
Ham, oval. They may all be packed in 
one case. 

Yesterday I was favoured with your 
letter of the 4th, but I had written to 
you before the receipt of it. The sea 
makes the arrival of letters sa uncertain, 
that I shall probably not write again by 
the post, as we meet on Saturday morn- 
ing at Portsmouth. 

Mr. Elmsly and Mr. Nichiols are just 
arrived, and the island is foil of vagrants. 

Many thanks for your care of the 
clock. I hope you will enjoy the yenison 
with Mr. Paice. 

I have not yet seen Sir Richard Wors- 
ley. He is huilding> as I am told, a 



cottage on the brink of the ocean in the^ 
parish of St. Laurence, and every morn- 
ing visits his workmen, and no one else. 

The weather is intensely sultry within . 
these two day^, and not a sea-breeze. 
The zephyrs wait to waft you here. 

Ban jour, et bon voyage y ma cherejille.. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

Sandham Cottage;- 
Sunday, May 5> 179^. 

MY DEARSST POLLY, 

After I left Grosvenor Square^ 
quite to Liphook it rained incessantly^ 
and I enjoyed a good fire there as much 
as I should have done in a raw day of the 
month of November. I found the 
P 4 
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Spring very backward, except in the im- 
mediate environs of London, and nothing 
but a little purple heath, and yellow 
broom, to cheer the eye in the long 
dreary extent from Guildford to Lip- 
hook. 

The whole day of Saturday was an 
hurricane, and I passed from Portsmouth 
to Ride in forty minutes in a perfect 
storm, with some trouble, and perhaps a 
little danger in getting from the vessel to 
the boat. Captain Banks was the master 
of the vessel. The landing at Ride is 
shamefully neglected . 

I found Sandham, both the cottage 
and the garden, in great order, but litde 
appearance of the beauties of May, and 
we have still a cold north-east wind^ 
which checks all vegetation. My fea- 
ihered family are all well, and Trusty 
seemed in raptures at my return. He 
shall 80on have some tld-bits in youv 
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name* At dinner I had very fine aspa« 
ragus and bi:ocoli, from our own kitchen- 
garden. 

I stopped at Fielding's, the Fountain, 
a large good inn at Portsmouth. The 
mistress of it will take care of all parcels 
for me. Large parcels may. be sent by 
Clarke's Portsmouth waggon from the 
White Horse Cellar in Piccadilly, and 
the smaller by the diligence from the 
same place. 

I have been in a shivering state ever 
since I left the capital, but, thank 
Heaven, not from the ague, but from tlie 
cold, piercing winds. The garden suf- 
fers as much, and the beauteous bloom 
of spring is nipped with the lagging rear 
of winter's frost* 

I wish you at an hour of leisure to call 

at Mason's, and desire him to send to 

Grosvenor Square a guinea's-worth of 

the seeds of annuals, persicaria in parti - 

F 5 
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cular, and to put them up in tHenext 
parcel for me. Let him set it down 
to my account. I hope their beauty will 
indemnify you for the trouble^ 

I trust that my dearest daughter pajrs 
the utmost attention to Her healthy and I 
own that the apprehensions I feel from 
these bitter winds, especially for her 
voice, are not inconsiderable. Her next 
letter I hope will relieve my anxiety. 

I beg you to express my regret to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hastings, that my absence in' 
the country deprives me of the pleasures 
I was sure of enjoying in a day passed 
under their roof, and to remember me 
to Lord and Lady Shuldham, Madame La 
Fite, Mrs. BuUer, &c. &c. 

I long to hear the first operations of 
this French- Austrian war, this grappling' 
of the monkey and the bear^ 

Adieu, my dearest Polly. 
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UETTER XXXVm^ 

Sandham Coltage> 
Thmidsgr^ May lO^ IjgfL 

MT BEARSST POU.T, 

I KBCBivED with mudi plea- 
sure and satisfection your letter and the 
parcel from Portsmouth. I highly ap^ 
plaud your prudence in being a home- 
keeper during the late churlish evenings^, 
and I hope that you already reap the 
benefit, especially as to your voice. 

I have scarcely quitted the fire-side 
^nce I became an inhabitant of the Isle 
of Wight, and I am likely to preserve^ 
my warm post till the rude north, and 
tast winds yield to the mild and geiitle 
zephyrs. 

I was much pleased with your account 
of the lucky accident which has brought 
£ & 
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you and Mrs. Montague together, and 
perhaps I shall profit by it, by asking a 
corner of your coach on my return, when 
you visit in Portman Square; and I trust 
I shall obtain the permission of examin- 
ing, and admiring, at leisure all the 
beauties and wonders of that superb 
hoteL 

I hope Miss Smith will stifl long con- 
tinue here to please and edify us by such 
an example at such an age, and in such 
an age. 

' The packing-needle, and penny blue 
riband, are regularly employed on every 
cahier of the Feuille du Jour, and I shall 
bring them all with me to town, as well 
as the Joumaux. 

I have neither seen nor heard of the 
Baronet at Appuldurcombe Park. 

A barbarous frenzy seems to possess 
the French army, which I should think 
it difficult to suppress. 
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Trusty has profited not a little by your 
kind remembrance of him. 

The untaught harmony of Spring we 
long, but in vain, to hear. 

Adieu!, 

Poor Caron de Beaumarchais ! What 
a wretched letter to M. Manuel ! — Mais 
s'il ne mourroit pas de peur ! — Je ne r^- 
pondrai plus a rien. 

M. I'Eveque d'Autun est pr^t h se 
rendre en Angleterre, oil sa destination 
Tappelle. II emmene avec lui M. de 
Chauvelin> notre Ambassadeur. 
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lETTER XXXIX.. 

Sandham Ck>ttage, 
Tbnisdajj May 17, 1792. 

I THANK you, my dearest Polly, 
for your letter of the 11th, and the two 
parcels from Portsmouth. 

I am on the tiptoe of expectation for 
Wednesday's papers, as I have a private 
letter from my namesake at Portsmouth, 
stating that Seringapatam is taken, which^ 
I hold to be news of the utmost import- 
ance, as it must put an end to a danger- 
ous and expensive war. 

What a scandalous catchpenny is- 
the pamphlet of the^^ Memoires Secrets 
de Madame de Tencin * P* and whataff 

* Madame de Tencin was the sister of the' 
Cardinal of that name, the Archbishop of Lyoos* 
She became known as the author of several pleas- 
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impostor is the Abb£ Barthelemi^ to 
impose on the world under so respectable 
ft name^ to induce the belief that he tvas 
fee author of Anachanis ? 

I had an agreeable tour from Geneva 
to Paris ; but what a furious democrate 
is the author^ and what a finished oourti^ 
sanne i« Mademoiselle Ferrnnd ? 

The seeds I hope you will admire as 
beautiful flowers. I put them all into 
tlie ground on Tuesday, and we have 
since had very kindly rains. 

Poor Mrs. Gilbert! There is some- 
thing so particularly cruel in that reverse 
of nature's plan, that the parent buries 

bg^ romances-— amongst others of the Siege of 
Calais*— whence Mr. Coknan has adopted the 
episode of Ribemont and Julia in his favoured 
drama of the Siege of Calais. Madame de Tencin 
is also highly spoken of by Lordf^Chesterfield in 
his Letters. She died in 1749. I am unacquainted 
irith the M^moires Secret8 ,* - Ep iT. 
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{he child, and to lose such a child 
mysteriorts Heaven ! ! ! 

Sir Richard Worsley dined here yes* 
terday. He has not before dined from 
home since last autumn. He sends you 
many compliments. 

Dr. Warton's new living is worth 
50O/. a year. I did not know that tha 
Doctor had taken so decided a part in th< 
Regency business, as to speechify pub- 
licly more than once. Lord North's 
brother of Winchester has comforted 
him under the loss of the expected lawn 
sleeves,, which he will not wear, I believe, 
in this reign. 

You do not give me one article about 
your voice, which. I hope these mild rains 
have softened. I walked on Tuesday 
along the shore to Shanklin, climbed the[ 
Chine, and returned here the same vrayi 
to dinner with Mr. Hewson. 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER XL. 



Sandham Cottage, 
SuDda/, May 20, 1792. 

By the country post we are 
informed that the fair at Brading pro- 
duced very few sheep, horses, or beasts 
of any kindy and some tawdiy ribands, of 
which I shall bring a specimen to Gros- 
venor Square. 

The gardener's wife increases in size 
almost as much as his pumpkins, and 
^^i month we suppose one or more 

I «trangers will arrive at the cottage. He 
is said to be very attentive to, and care- 

\ ftil of, his mate. 

There are thirteen pea-fowls at the 
tottage, between whom some solemn 
gallantries are continually passing ; and 
the gallinis are as brisk and amorous as 
any French petits-maitres. The conge- 



L 



114 

quences I foresee, Un et un font deux, 
c'est le nombre heureux, en galanterie^ 
mais quelquefois un et un font troisj^ 

Old ocean is quite in a fiiry, and big 
waves lash the affrighted shores. What 
a contrast to your peaceful bosquets ! 

A& when from gloomy clouds a -whirlwind springs^ 
That bears Jove's thunder on its dreadful wing8> 
Wide o*er the blasted fields tlie tempest sweeps^ 
Then> gathered, settles on the hoary, deeps ; 
The afflicted deeps tumultuous mix and roar« 
The waves behind impel the waves before. 
Wide rolling, foaming high, and tombling to the 
shone. 

No poet ever painted' the sea ift a 
' storm- beyond old Homer,,who was bom, 
and lived, on the grand shores of Greece 
and Asia Minor. 

r am much obliged by your letter of 
the l6th, an* the large parcelof French 
news, &Ci which came very safe from 
Portsmouth*. 



115 

i I give Madame Brulart joy of De 
Biron*s letter. '' M. M. de Chartres et 
jdfi Montpensier out marchi avec moi 
Icomme volcmtaires, et ont essuy6 pour la 
p^mi^re fois beaucoup de coups de fusils 
de la manidre la plus briliarUe et la plus 
tranquyie ;" but I suppose they likewise 
made good their retreat with lie Bironv 
1 r beg you to assure Mrs. BuUer^ with 
jxny best eompliments, that one of my 
j^rst occupations on my return to town 
pill be to- look out for a copy of Catullus 
Nd Thoophrastus to add to her well- 
chosen collection of volumes.. 
I James Lee has sent me another pipe of 
^ort of the famous year 1786, but he 
says that wine in Portugal* is risen, so 
I that it will cost me 40^. more than the 
last pipe. 

. I do not find that the sea has done any 
considerable damage here, but the late 
north and east winds have brought most 
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destructive blights to all the tender in* 
fants of the spring. 

Among Voltaire's works deposited ia 
the Pantheon, or at St. Genevi^ve^ is the^ 
fellowmg t 

fva l'^tampb du b. p. girard^ bt »■ la. 

CADIBRB. 

Cette belle voit Dieu; Girard volt cette bdle: 
Ah ! Girard est plus heureux qu*elle ! 

[Quelle horreur!] 

La Fayette's address to the army undrf 
his command is spirited and human6i 
and beyond what I expected from him. 
Adieu^ ma tres cKereJille^ 
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liETTER XLI. 



Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, May 24, 1792. 

I CANNOT express to you, my 
flearest Polly, my concern at the news of 
the Chancellor's resignation; which I 
hear from every quarter takes place this 
%. It is leaving Mr. Hastings in a 
crud situation ; for although I imagine 
the power and authority of the High 
1 Steward will still exist in Lord Thurlow, 
I yet his influence in the Cabinet, and I 
Suppose his seat there, will be lost ; and 
much of his weight with the public, I 
do not suspect any treachery, nor inten- 
tion to bliiik the cause of Mr. Hastings. 
I Thurlow's diaracter is too .manly, but his 
( •concern at a great domestic calamity has 
overset his philosophy, and given full 
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scope to the violence of a temper natu«^ 
rally impetuous. 

In the last packet from Portsmouth 
came the enclosed little billet from Rid- 
ley. He is, I believe, our painter. His 
work in Grosvenor Square has been 
tolerably performed. He employed 
three or four men. I have often seen 
him, but never once sober. He never 
said a word to me about his bill. I sup- 
pose it is nmong those which Rogers 
examined. On my return to town, I will 
settle it, and in the mean time I enclose 
a draft for the sum which he desires, for 
which of course he will give a receipt on 
account. 

I am delighted that your voice is so 
much improved ; and surely the zephyrs, 
the balmy zephyrs, will come with heal- 
ing under their wings, before May leaves 
us. To-day a cold east wind makes me 
ishiver, nor have I yet left off fires in my 
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l)edchaniber, although I have none in 
ihe parlour. 

Sunday evening we had in these parts 
a very furious storm of thunder and 
lightning, which did great mischief on 
Portsmouth Common ; but none, I be- 
lieve, in this island. 

I have not seen nor heard of Made^ 
moiselle and lier party. Yesterday was 
f) fine, I expected them here in their ro- 
mantic excursion, and to have regaled 
them in Tiiscany with Cyprus, cracknels^ 
macaroons, &c. &c. 

I shall be happy to accompany you to 
Mrs. Montague's superb mansion. 

I have a plan to make war for a day or 
two on the birds at the back of this 
island, but nothing is yet settled, and I 
intend certainly to return to town almost 
immediately after the birthday. 

Adieu i 
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LETTER XLIL 

Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, May 31, 1792. 

I SCARCELY think that the his- 
tory of mankind can furnish, my dearest 
PoUy, scenes more truly horrid and comic 
than in the .neighbouring nation of mon- 
keys and tigers, as Voltaire calls the 
Erench, The business of Avignon is 
too horrid to dwell upon, hut the Na- 
tional Assembly often presents the most 
^ridiculous exhibitions. What can a per- 
son think of ^^ de jeunes epouses qui 
avoient des dons k ofFrir sont venues en 
foule a la barre* Toutes ont jure d'etre 
fidelles h la constitution, et merae dc 
Petre k leurs. maris." — " Les gardes na- 
tionelles du departement de I'Eure ont 
envoye k TAssemblee une modique of- 
frande, mais ils I'ont rendue interessante 

5 
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par Texpression de leurs sentimens. Us 
tiemandent de marcher k Tennemi ;• il9 
jurent d'avance une sommission aveugle, 
et promettent de combattre en silence et 
de rCouvHr la boucke que pour dichirer 
Je^ cartouches J' On what are these fel* 
lows to subsist ? will they save tlie state 
all the approvisionnemens for an army ? 

In the last packet from Portsmouth I 
found a polite letter from Sir John Sin- 
<jlair, the day before he set out for Scot- 
land ; a beautiful print in large 8vo. of a 
ram from Mysore, and a pamphlet in 
French entitled ^* Prospectus d'un Ou- 
vrage intitulS, Analyse de VEtat Politique 
^Ecosse, &c. fe?c." Under the article 
Edinburgh he quotes from William 
Creech, Esq. " En 1786 Tancienne salle 
de danse fut abandonne^ aux gardes de la 
^lle; on en battit trois nouvelles fort 
Elegantes, et une quatri^nle k Leith, A 
h danse noble et majestueuse des me- 

TOL. IT, Q 
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tiuets, on avoit substitu6 les contre- 
danses, qui souvent avoient plutot I'ak 
d'une partie de sauts et de gambades, 
que d'une danse. L'habillement etoit 
:singuli(ferenient neglig6 sur-tout par leg 
hommes, qui, au sortir de la taveme, 
pleins de vin, -et peu fermes sur leurs 
jambes, se rendbient dans jcet 6tat k une 
assemblee composees de femmes ides plus 
belles et des plus 61egantes de TEurope !** 

I grieve exceedingly for the death of 
Lord Rodney : we have lost an amiable 
friend, and the country its bravest and 
most successful hero, whose glorious 
flag was always surmounted by victory^ 
Peace to his manes, and immortality to 
his fame ! 

We have had here a storm for the two 
last days, witfi much rain, and the wea- 
ther is as cold as it was [not] at Christ- 
mas- In the midst of the storm came 
into this vale of tears a fine hoy to sue- 
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"ceed the gardener in all his primitive oc- 
cupations, and like the first male at the 
sweat of his brow to till and cultivate the 
earth ; although arriving in such a storm 
on the brink of old ocean, he ought rather 
to be a fisherman., or mariner, 

I do not wish you to send me anj let* 
ter, or parcel, after next Saturday. Some 
time the next week I hope to rqjoin my 
dear daughter in Grosvenor Square, bilt 
the weather renders all my j)lan8 of 
making war on the birds, &c« quite un« 
<5ertain, I mean at present to leave this 
cottage next Tuesday, June 5, and, per- 
haps shall be in town on Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER XLIIL 

Isle of Wight, 
Sunday, June 3, 1792. 

I THANK you, my dearest Polly, 
for your letter of last Wednesday, and 
the parcel, which I received only yester- 
day, I shall not leave Sandham Cottage 
till Tuesday morning, to give a fair time 
for the receipt of Saturday's parcel. I 
believe the party to Freshwater will take 
place.. In that case I shall not probably 
have the pleasure of seeing you till Friday 
or Saturday, and I may arrive before any 
iuture letter. 

Yesterday's post brought me the en- 
closed letter from Mr. Keys. It is in 
the note to Mr. Montague, which I send 
unsealed, that you may read both. I 
wish you afterwards to send them by the 
penny-post. There can be no loss I sup- 
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pose from Keys, as he was not the re- 
ceiving clerk ; but I am not to be surprised 
into a promise, of which I might after- 
wards repent. 

I will make every inquiry I can at 
Portsmouth about Mademoiselle, and her 
attendants. Your guess is very probable. 

I admire, and applaud, your prudential 
arrangement about the birthday. I will 
endeavour to imitate it in other particu- 
lars respecting myself. 

The late complaint of Louis XVI. 
against Petion i& a new fracas of a most 
singular kind, and must produce some 
singular events. 

Adieu, my dearest daughter, and con- 
tinue to love your affectionate and ob- 
Bged father. 



fi 3 



12& 



LETTER XLHT. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Sunday, July 22, 1792. 

I AM first to acknowledge the 
very polite attention of my dearest Polly 
in quitting the downy embraces of the 
gentle god of slumbers at so early an 
hour of Friday to pour out my tea^ and 
give me the first regale of the day. 

The heavens smiled upon me all the 
way to Liphook^ and the beautiful land- 
scapes for many miles on both sides the 
road were gilded by the sunbeams. I ar- 
rived at Liphook at three, and dined at 
four. Before six, torrents of rain de- 
scended, and there was much livid light- 
ning. The storm continued all night, 
ftpd till yesterday afternoon. I left Lip- 
hook at eight, and on my arrival at 
Port3raouth I found Captain Banks at 
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the Fountain, The wind was perfectly 
£ur^ but it rained very hard^ and blew a 
hurricane. I embarked with my Captain, 
and in five minutes experienced a more 
severe sea-siekness tlian I ever before 
sufFered,^ which continued till I got to 
Ride, tossed about in an open boat for 
above half a mite after we qjai^ed Cap- 
tain Banks*s new vessel. The passage 
however was less than the half-hour. I 
was thoroughly drenched, but I believe 
have no cold. No consideration could 
Bave induced me to consent to your 
embarking in such weather ; but men are 
formed to struggle with dangers and dif- 
ficulties.. "' 

The country is realFy in very high, 
beauty, and still possesses all the verdure 
of May. Vegetation is very luxuriant^ 
but I fear the farmer will suffer, especi- 
ally in his hay. The wheat and barley 
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Straw is astonishing^ but 1 fear both 
grains will be very scanty. 

Maddme Desgbnges's letter on the 
'death aiid character of Monsieur Goit- 
vion is very striking^ and a most singu- 
lar ]pub]ication from a lady in such a paper 
as the Moniteur. 

Adieu, my dearest Polly ; continue to 
love me. 



LETTER XLV. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, July 26,^179^. 

Your letter arrived yesterday 
very ^-propos, my dearest Polly, to com- 
fort me under the pressure of a heavy 
atmosphere, a deluge of rain, and a 
hurricane of wind, Tuesday and Mon- 
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rfay were cheerful sunshine, and this 
day is tolerable, but the weather seems 
at present very far from settled. I wish 
some astrologer would whisper me about 
the next month, that we might take an 
agreeable plan during the recess from 
Gity business, for I should think Gros- 
venor Square much preferable to the 
sea-coast with the Pleiades and all the 
watery planets our foes. 

I thank you for the large packet of 
news, the only interesting article of which 
is from our own Gazette, that the King 
of Prussia was to arrive at Anspach the 
ISth, and continue his route for Coblentz. 
©n the 17th. August will certainly be 
a most interesting month, and probably 
decide the fate of the constitution Fran'- 
foise. 

I wish you not to send the Mercure 
for fear- of accidents, I preserve care- 
fully your Feuille du Jour. 
G 5 
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mouthy we will not brave the fury of the 
angry ocean^ but wait the return of hi» 
placid mien^ as Virgil describes him. 

I wish you to send, or bring, the 
Magazine and Review for July, and 
JLackingtorCs new Catalogue. 

I write this on the supposition of the 
season's not being rainy ; for even after 
we are at Portsmouth, if that should ap- 
:pear to be probably the case, our return 
to town would be the most advisable 
measure. I add this, because, notwith* 
standing all the predictions of farmers, it 
now begins a heavy rain, and the horizon 
has thick clouds in every part. 

Remember a haunch and neck of 
venison, and a pine-apple, for the l6th; 
for, my Polly, that we have together, 
wherever we are. 

j^ I have not had a letter> packet, or 
newspaper, since Friday, but I suppose 
all the articles of cariosity from yo0r 
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great continent of England wilf respecfb 
the military camp^ and the mock fights^. 
in which the Prince of Wales will con- 
tinue victorious in these bloodless fields^ 
I fear the Gallic fields will soon be died 
with purple gore. 

My best compliments attend Lord and 
Lady Shuldham^ Mrs, BuUer, &c. &c. 
8cc, 

Adieu^ ma chere petite^. 
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LETTER XLVir. 

Saxidham GottagCr 
Sunday, Aug. 5, 1792^ 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

LADYBurgoyne and herdaugh- 
ter have been here with Lord and Lady 
Glencaim, and a large party, who w^re 
unanimous in the expression of their 
regret that you were not in the island. 
Lady Burgoyne talked much of the 
Dudleys, and retailed to me every the 
smallest item of the late will, which I 
have forgotten already. 

I am sorry to mention the fate of the 

^ :-s, ■• at Portsmouth- 

They were certainly honest industrious 
people ; but a speculation as to houses at 
Portsmouth, and the peace foUowingf 
has totally ruined them, and I under- 
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Stand that the mother and son wilt apw 
pear as bankrupts in the next Gazette. 
Would to God that every species of 
gambling was confined to the infamous^ 
dubs in St. James's Street; but that most 
destructive vice pervades^ I thiuk^ all the 
country ! 

I have joist received a letter from Mr. 
Montague, by which I find that- the 
aggregate cash in the chamber of London 
at the shutting the oflfice for the recess is 
only 8485/. 0^. 6{d. This he thinks 
advantageous to me ; and from the opi.. 
nion of all the gentlemen with whom 
he has conversed, he thinks there is no 
doubt of the court of Common Council 
allowing me interest according to my 
own plan. 

The trait of Madame Elizabeth is 
excellent; but perhaps the Dieu Fengewr 
may be thought at this moment to be 
Eunishing France for the horrid cruelties 
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of Bbdegrave and Swammerdam In 1672, 
and the twice burning the Palatinate. 

Tuesday. Mbmihg*^ Ang. 7* 
I waited with no small impatience 
for youF packet, which did not arrive till 
last night, and brought me your welcome 
letter of last Friday. I shall certainly 
contrive to lie at Fielding's, the Foun- 
tain at Portsmouth, next Sunday, that I 
may be ready to receive you on the 
Tuesday morning, and I will direct 
Captain Banks to have a good vessel for 
us by eleven on Tuesday mornings, if the 
weather permits to cross old' ocean, and^ 
dine here that day. We have now had 
six successive fipe days, and I really hope 
that the weather is at last settled. I wish 
you to send me by the post on Saturday 
to Fielding's two of the morning papers- 
under cover of Mr. Mainwaring, or any 
other member, cutting the margin, and 
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the Courier de Londres^ in another frank^ 
to relieve the tristesse of a dimanche 
Anglicain, and the Supplement, of last 
Friday^ which must contain the Duke 
of Brunswick*s extraordinary declaration 
of July 25. 

I am afraid Benjamin*s illness wilt 
prove a real inconvenience to you. Per- 
haps you might employ the little house* 
nudd, Nanny, to take the papers,. &c. 
to the diligence, and have them booked 
twice a week, for every day becomes 
inore interesting to you and me, both of 
whom know something of foreign poli- 
tics. If she would likewise take the 
care of the birds in the absence of James^ 
I would satisfy her on my return. 

I write this post to Benjamin on some 
little commissions. 

I may probably write again ; but should 
I be prevented, I heartily wish my chfire 
petite a good journey, and bid her adieuw 
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LETTER XLVIIL 

Thursday, Aug. 9, 179^ 

Sandham Cottage sends the 
warmest wishes for the good journey and 
safe arrival of its fair mistress, and un- 
interrupted health for the enjoyment of 
aU its rural beauties* 



LETTER XLIX- 



Sandham Cottage^. 
Monday, July 8, 1793-^ 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I DO not remember a more 
sultry day in this country than last 
Saturday. The dust and the heat almost 
overpowered me, and the number of 
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recruits for both the army and navy was 
no small additional inconvenience to u9^ 
both on the road, and in the towns 
through which we passed. 

I sauntered so long at Cobham, that I 
did not reach Liphook till after five, but 
found every thing there cool and com- 
fortable, and the garden wonderfully neat 
•and fragrant. 

Portsmouth overflowed with officers 
and privates, in all the variety of uni- 
forms. Lord Howe was there, but ex- 
pected to sail this day, with a flfeet of 
about twenty sail, perfectly well con- 
ditioned, and the men in high spirits. 

This little spot is in high beauty, and 
the gardener has exerted himself to have 
every thing in very great order. The 
progress of vegetation since the last year 
is truly astonishing, ^nd we are in a 
wilderness of sweets. Your favourite 
seat is worthy your attention and praise^ 
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and you will be captivated with it more 
than ever. 

An hour and a quarter brought me m 
a wherry under the care of Captain Banks 
from Portsmouth to Ride, and I had 
under my protection Mr. and Mrs. Sau- 
irtarez, the brother-in-law and sister of 
Alderman Le Mesurier, and brother of 
the surgeon Saumarez, who supplied me 
so liberally some years ago with Guernsey 
lilies. They are now again beginning 
to increase, and I am promised a good 
many for the , ensuing October, when 
they flower, and will adorn your habita- 
tion in Grosvenor Square. 

Did you receive my little Harriet's 
Hygeia * ? 

I hope that in this suffocating heat 
your health is the primary object of your 

* An engraving from an antique gem b; Mist^ 
H. Wilkes. 
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[solicitude^ and I beg to hear as often as 
(you can how you do, and what are your 
! flans, including above all your tour, 
and abode here for as long as you like, 
; and we will return together to the capital, 
to our cheerful winter quarters. 

Adieu, my beloved Polly : I will write 
again the end of this week. 

Adieu! 



LETTER L. 



Sandham Cottage^ 
j Thursday, July 11, l^gS- 

We are almost panting for 
breath, my dearest Polly, even so near 
old ocean, and the rage of the dog-star 
is as fiirious as was ever remembered in 
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our climate. Last night there was mudi 
thunder and lightning, but only one re-, 
freshing shower, ^nd all nature seemsi 
again exhausted and parched up wiUi the-. 
intense heat. 

Birch's venison arrived yesterday in, 
tolerable condition, but I shall not v^- 
lure such another experiment, only shaft 
trust to what you will bring. 

Lord Howe is still at Portsmouth, 
where they are very busy in fitting out 
another fleet. The first alarm of the 
French for this island is entirely over, 
and a perfect calm has succeeded. 

I have not seen a daily paper since I 
left the capital, and have confined myself 
to the ninety-two Tolumes of Voltaire, 
that great store of science, genius, learn- 
ing, and gaiety. 

Ilie important chest of pine-apple 
rum, beaume de vie, orgeat, &c. &c. is 
not yet arrived, so that I live in the 
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frimltive simplicity of the patriarchal 
age, on fruits, milk, honey, and a little 
of the firstlings of the flock, and a tri- 
fling morceau de venaison from the field, 
or forest. What an exemplary life for 
ai Alderman ! 

Are the Dutchess and Mademoiselle 

Paniani set out on the excursion to Spa ? 

I and is your excellent Dutchess de la 

IValliere tolerable amid this scene of 

I horrors ? 

Madame de la Fite engages my best 
Irishes, and I fear for her health from 
the peculiar heat of the season. 

Sir Richard Worsley is, I hear, at 
Gosportj not a lijttle harassed with his 
boorish countrymen* 

I expect Dr. Warton liere every day, 
and I believe that he has destined a 
greater part than usual of this summer 
to the island. 

Let me know particularly how my dear 
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daughter supports this cruel heat, which 
-every one here can scarcely bear up 
under« 

Adieu, my dearest Polly. 



LETTER LI. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Monday, July 15, 1793. 

I GIVE my perfect consent, my 
'dearest Polly, to wait for the pine-apple 
mm, and orgeat, by the' waggon, while 
the post brings me such favours as youra 
of the 9th, which I received last Thurs- 
day, just after mine was sent away, 

I am glad that you have suffered so 
little by the intense heat, and I hope the 
same prudent attention to your health 
will secure you the remauider of this 
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summer and autumn, if the burning* sun 
of Africa continues to flame perpendicu- 
lar over our devoted heads. 

My time has passed entirely in read- 
ing, and sauntering around this small 
cheerful domain, which I believe ygu 
will like much better than any former 
year, from the wonderful efforts of a kind 
vegetation since the beginning of the 
last spring. 

To-day we are under the reign of St. 
Swithin ; and as tliat Christian Pleiad has 
not yet shed her watery influence over 
our island, we may perhaps to-morrow 
lay out a reasonable plan for the country 
during the next month and September, 
when my holydays expire, and I wish, as 
Chamberlain, to continue to be ex- 
emplary. 

I am glad to hear so favourable an 
account of Mrs. Molineux, and I hope 
the two generation^ of children will be 
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grateful for her great carfe arid merit to- 
wards them. 

Nothing siii*prises me in the conduct 
of Mrs. J . Bath will supply in- 
stances of eijual, not of superior foolish- 
ness. I hojpe she will continue there. 

Portsmouth dioes not at any time re- 
teive the smallest boat of any kind from 
France, i«either fisbirtg nor smn^ling. 
Lord Howe is just sailed for St. HeleJn's 
with a iicet of twehty-one ships, fifteen 
fif the line. 

Adien, my dearest Polly. 
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LETl^ER LIL 

Sandham Cottage, 
Sunday, July 21, 1793* 

The Saint of last Monday, my 
dearest Polly, did not follow the example 
of the weeping Magdalen, nor was, like 
Niobe^ all tears, for a period equal to 
that of Noah's flood, according to the 
received tradition, but gave us a cheer- 
ful sunshiny day. The weather conti- 
nued unclouded till Wednesday after- 
noon, when a violent storm of thunder 
and lightning, with a deluge of rain, suc- 
ceeded ; and every day since we have 
had a weeping sky. St. Swithin surely 
forgot her own day, or was a little in the 
old style, not choosing to appear earlier 
in this profane barbarous age. 

We have now the pleasure of finding 
the russet coat of autumn done away, 
H 2 
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and the beautiful green mantle of spring 
reassumed. 

I received the Saturday's parcel, and 
the box, I much approve your conduct 
in sending the first box back to its im- 
pertinent maker. 

Biron's account of the killing 8000 of 
the royalists in a single action at Angenis 
near Nantes is, I believe, a monstrous 
exaggeration. I should hope the placing 
of the young French King under the 
care of a Monsieur Simon was only the 
usual French mode of removing youth 
at seven years of age from the care of the 
women to that of a male governor, or 
instructor ; but it must be a heart-break- 
ing separation to the poor mother, and 
her fears infinitely more alarming from 
absence. 

Cordorcet I never thought equal to so 
stormy a sea, and I hear his little bark is 
at last shipwrecked. 
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. Miss Swinburne's complaint has been 
general in the Isle of Wight, and a rash 
has often been accompanied with partial 
swellings and boils, which I hope has not 
been her case, 

I have only sauntered on the premises 
and on the sea-coast, and nursed as well 
as I can, un vieillard cacochymey without 
being obliged to renew any former teas- 
ing complaints, even under the rage of 
Sinus, 

I should have been much pleased to 
have seen the Dutchess and Mademoiselle 
F. at Portsmouth, 

I cannot apprehend a possibility of 
danger either in coming or staying here, 
and therefore I shall attend you at PortSr- 
mouth, whenever you appoint ; if you 
have no objection to an excursion to this 
beautiful island, and abode, which really 
now merits more than attention, no 
5mall favour. I desire you to follow en^ 
H 3 
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tirely youf own plan, and I will shape my 
sehemes by youi*^, I once intended to 
have passed here the best part of Sep- 
tember ; but after the pleasing events of 
the present year, I fear it might look 
ungrateful to my friends, if I did not 
fetum to my duty by the second, or early 
in the third week of that month. I be- 
lieve you would not form a wish to pro- 
tract our stay beyond that period. Let 
me know in time all your arrangements, 
and particularly for your birthday, which 
I wish always to distinguish as the whitest 
day in the calendar, and I will con- 
form to them ; that by prudence and 
foresight we may counteract the per- 
verseness of these times, which are so 
much out of joint. 

I have had a visit from Lord Harrowby, 
and three or four Members of Parlia- 
ment ; but Mr. Hatsell does not visit this 
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ceest. His Lordship, and the p^rty, are 
settkd at CWes. 

Sir Richard Worsiey is with the South 
Hants militia at Gosport, but preparing 
for a tour to Italy^ 

The strawberries have be^n very abun* 
dant, and remarkably sweet ; but since 
the storm of Wednesday, axA the subse- 
quent rain9, their flavour is lostr Rasp- 
berries are coming on in great perfection. 
A tolerable show of apples, but not a 
single pear, peach, nectarine, or apricot. 
The roses were in high beauty, but the 
honeysuckles generally blighted. The 
Chinese mallow, acacia, arbutus,, &c. 
succeeded this year.. 

The venison-warrant arrived safe at 
the Chamberlain's office, and travelled 
from thence to Mr. Deputy Birch's in 
Cornhill for our use, particularly for the 
l6th of August. 

H 4 
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I suppose Mr, C. has not sent you yet 
any thing, as you do not mention it^ 

The harvest is already begun at Ports- 
down, and the wheat is fine and abundant ; 
but in this island we do not expect reap- 
ing to take place before the end of the 
first week in August. 

^dieUy ma tres chere^lle ; conservez- 
moi totyours la tendresse, qui fait U 
eharme de ma vie. 

'^ Je ne m*accoutume point k ce me- 
lange de frivolite et de barbaric^ des 
singes devenus des tigres afHigent ma 
sensibility et r^voltent mon esprit. II tst 
triste que les nations etrang^res ne nous 
connoissent, depuis quelques ann^es^ 
que par les choses les plus avilissantes et 
les plus odieuses." Voltaire en 1766. 
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LETTER LIII. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Saturday, July 27, 1793^ 

KY DEAREST POLLY, 

I DID not receive till yesterday 
the favour of your letter, and the packet 
of newspapers and other things, of last 
^Saturday. I do not guess to what the 
delay was owing, as I have so often ex^. 
perienced your great exactness. 

it; rains now almost every day for an 
hour or two, but the com is not lodged,, 
nor has the least damage ensued^,. 

On Monday,, or Tuesday, the harvest 
begins, but only in a few places where 
the land is remarkably good, and in a 
&vourable site. 

I do not believe that a tear will be shed 
for the death of that monster Marati^ 
H & 
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What a heroine ! I should suppose Ega- 
lite must soon experience a like just 
doom, unless prfevctited by the guillotine^ 
May I trouble you to send the enclosed 
by James to my deputy in Cow Lane ? 
Adieu : continuez de rrC aimer ^ 
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tETTEH LIV. 

ThuEs<tay, A^g. 4, \7S^ 

MY p^AREST POM.¥, 

I RECEaTvED Du Maxuks^ 6ven- 
ffig yow i^k^siag letter cf Sdturdsgr tfafe^ 
$17 th, ^a4 t^e pared ^^m il»le^ 

I have inquired very pftt%ieu^jr vttX> 
4b^ eause of the cl^l^y tif nty kst fetter^ 
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are better eondueted at Portsmoudi than 
onk civU cancemd^ op the great bulwark 
0f oul*^eountry wHl be m a wretched stato* 

I am umdti pieasecl with the attention 
<lf Mr. Shackleton ; and such a beautiful 
piece of fttmitsre must give the Dutchess 
high ideas of the state of manufacturer 
in England. * 

I have much wi^ed to have given yea 
here the RoMe view o( Lord Howe*s 
fleet, aiad the small Portuguese squadron, 
but perhaps still grander scenes may pre- 
sent themselves before ow return to the 
capital. 

As yott win have nue propose the ar- 
rangement for this month and Septem* 
ber, behold a little sketch submitted to 
correction from you in every part. 

Suppose then that my dearest Polly 

lay at Liphook on PViday the gth of this 

month, and came the next morning, the 

Saturday, 10th, to theFountain at Ports* 

H 6 
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mouth. You will in that case find me 
there, and Captain Banks ready with a 
good vessel to bring you to Ride. If 
every thiijg is prosperous, I would pro- 
pose for us to continue here till Sunday, 
the 8 th of September, and that evening 
to take up our old quarters at Mrs. 
Keen's in Liphook, on our return to 
town. Let me know, if any part, or the 
; whole, of this plan pleases you. 

In this case you cannot bring the ve- 
,nison for the J 6th, but must leave your 
directions for Mr. Birch, for half a buck^ 
-and it must come to Portsmouth. 

It .\vrould be prudent to give Mrs. 
Keen a^ previous line. My affectionate 
regards to Mrs. BuUer, and the noble 
possessors of Ankerwyke. 

I write by this post to James with 
some trifling commissions.. 

I wish to know when you receive thia^ 
letter. 
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In next Saturday's parcel to Ports- 
mouth I wish to have the Monthly Re- 
view and the Gentleman's Magazine, 
which will be sent this day to Grosvenor 
Square, 

Adieu : venez dans ce sejour paisible, 
qui vous attend avec impatience. 

Did you receive the enclosed letter 
for Mr. Deputy Brewer ? 

I wish you to send to Gilly's in the 
Poultry for the Additions to Boswell's 
Xife of Dr, Johnson. They are to be 
had si^)arately. 

II est vrai que le diable est dechaine, 
et regne actuellement dans le beau pays 
de France* 
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BETTER hv: 

Sandham Cottage^ . 
Sufi^y, Aug. 4, 179a* 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I WROTE to you a long letter 
on Thursday the first of August, and sub- 
mitted to you a sketch of your intended 
tour to this beautiful island. The next 
morning I had the pleasure of receiving 
your two letters of July 2S and July 29^ 
together by the post. I have in no year 
feund all kind of carriage to and from 
this island so irregular. 

I hope for a letter to-day to know 
your determination about the time of 
your arrival at Portsmouth, where I in- 
tended to be on Friday the Qth; but your 
motions will regulate my little tour. 

We have seen to-day a very numerous 
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fleet, but at too great a diaitaiific to form 
any opinion to whtt power it bdonga. 

I hope the elegant Mm Swinburae 
has not suffiered by the chicken-pox, 
which is too oftea a cruel enemy to a 
fair skin. 

1 give Sir Richard Wgrdey joy of bis 
appointment ; but the Margravine of 
Anspach will not join me, for she says in 
the volume of her Travels now hefor^ me, 
" I am amazed any gentleman can a^c^t 
of an embassy to a place where the na- 
tives must avoid them, as if they were 
infected with the plague:" and yet our 
Baronet is after all only Minister. 

The Baron and Baroness de Crussol 
seem to me to walk dangerously amid 
the scarcely extinguished fires at Brussels. 

Madame JDe la Fite has always my 
best wishes. 
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eyes, when he told me of thirty -five 
horse quartered on him. 

At Liphook two hounds chained to- 
gether, yelping all night, and the conti- 
nued heat, banished all sleep, and made 
me resort at a very early hour to the post- 
chaise., which brought me on to Ports- 
mouth, where I found the good folks 
scarcely opening their eyes after the late 
brilliant visit of the Royal Family. 

I had a good passage to the Isle of 
Wight with Captain Williams of only 
fifty minutes, and found the garden in 
great order and high beauty. The ve- 
getation of the myrtles, arbutus's, &c. is 
astonishing, more Aifrican thanEuropean. 

I hope your first attention is a scrupu- 
lous attention to your dear health, and 
to ward off the malignant fury of the 
dog-days, and the intemperate rage of 
Leo. I shall be impatient till I hear from 
my dearest Polly.. 

Adieu F 
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LETTER LVII. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Sunday, July 20, 17fi4- 

MY DEAQfiST POLLY^ 

The joy and exultation which 
I felt from the perusal of the last Gazette 
Extraordinary, and the gallant behaviour 
of our countrymen at Port-au-Prinee,wai 
much damped hy the atrocious munder 
of the charming and excellent Dutchess 
de Biron, The e^p of iniquity of the 
bloody savages at Paris seems to run 
over, and an exemplary punishment I 
hope will soon overtake them. 

Perhaps the P. has only left the large 
elephant folio Mrs. — till after Mi- 
chaelmas, and has taken a small duode« 
cimo for the sultry season. 

The russetness of autumn is now th€^ 
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only colour of nature, and all the fragrant 
family of flowers droop, but the feathered 
folks are all well, and honest Trusty, 

Poor W-ld's affairs turn out very bad, 
and the widow I believe will continue but 
a few weeks in the house. 

My wines are arrived safe, and your 
Bristol water. This batch seems very 
well corked. 

Judge Grose is in the island for a few 
days before he sets out on the circuity 
but I have not yet seen him. 

I commend your kind prudence- and 
good care, the only preventives against 
the present surrounding and alarming 
evils of an intemperate and noxious at* 
znosphere and season.. 

Bonjcury cKere petii^^ 
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LETTER LVIII. 
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Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, July 17, 1794. 

Sunday's post brought me the 
Javour of my dearest Polly's letter of 
Saturday, and I was truly happy to hear 
that you support so well the intense heat 
of these suffocating dog-days. I have 
not' yet recovered from the agitation of 
so long a journey, and have only yet 
sauntered through my humble domains, 
and played with Trusty^ and the grave 
favourites in the Menagerie* 

Brandenbufgh House I hope was gay 
and amusing to ygu on Saturday, and 
the cliecquered scenes of natives and 
foreigners must be curious, as well as the 
spectacle of the widow of an English peer 
acting the Margravine of Anspach, with 
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all the mock pomp of a tiresome German i 
etiquette. 

I regret that the vile English word 
which, of so uncouth and savage a sound, 
should three times find a place in the 
first sentence of the King's last speech. 

Perhaps you have not seen the fol- 
lowing happy lines, which I found this 
jyioming in Voltaire's fourteenth volume. 

A MADAME LA DUCHESSE DE LA VALLIERC, 
AV NOM DE MADAME LA DUCHESSE DB * *, 
EM LUI BNVOYANT UNE NAVETTE. 

Uembkme frape ici vos yeux : 
Si les grices, Tamour et ramitie parfalte 
Peuvent jamais former des ruzads. 
Nous devez tenir la navette. 

Adieu: my messenger seems impatient. 
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LETTER LIX, 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Sunday, July 27, 1794. 

I HAVE to thank you, my 
dearest Polly, for the continuance of that 
tare and attention in all my concerns, 
and for my little pleasures here, which 
have distinguished you in all the former 
years of my excursion here. 

So furious a hurricane prevailed here 
I on Wednesday and Thursday, that the 
passage from Portsmouth was for many 
hours interrupted, and I did not receive 
ibe packet from Ride till late last night» 

W , like many other tradesmen, 
gives trouble very idly from the want of 
pto^ctuaUty. He kept my note due the 
19th ittstant in his pocket-book till Wed- 
nesday, when I gave him two ten-pound 
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tank-notes to accommodate him in his 
new wool transactions here. I wish you 
therefore to send James with the tiventy- 
pound draft on my bankers payable to 
Wicker, or bearer, to receive it for me, ' 
and you will be so good to take it of him 
for me, lay out what you choose for your 
journey here, and give me the rest in 
cash. By this method my accounts will 
continue exact, as becomes Mr. Cham- 
berlain. 

I shall be glad to receive th6 usual 
Saturday's packet. 

I am truly sorry for the unpleasant 
business which engages Lord and Lady 
S. and will, I imagine, put a stop to all 
improvements at Ankerwyke ; and the 
fane of William Tell will never rise on 
Cooper's Hill, nor the paintings of Lady 
S. tell the patriotic tale, nor my inscrip- 
tions record his fame, and his country's 
gratitude. 
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No group could be worse imagined 
than that at Mr. B/s country-house: the 
Graces and Furies were coupled by the 
Demon of Mischief and Discord, and all 
for that vile pelfy which buys your sex a 
tyrant o^er itself. 

I have not yet recovered my journey ; 
but the late hurricane, which cleared the 
air of inflammatory and noxious vapours, 
has recovered me from the enervating 
languor of the last fortnight, with my old 
friend, leaume de vie. 

And what is fame? says Pope, and 
where is Condorcet? I have just been 
reading Vbltaire^s fine panegyric on him 
under the name of Ariston, no part of 
which he deserved ; nor had he, in my 
poor opinion, the smallest ray of genius 
or vigour of jud^ent. 
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LETTER LX. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Friday, Aug. 8, 1794. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

1 HAVE a particular enjoyment 
of these fine rains, because I hope the 
roads will be well watered for you, and the 
air be rendered quite temperate for tra-r 
veiling. On the Wednesday morning 
you may depend on a good Captain, and 
safe vessel, to attend your orders at the 
Fountain in Portsmouth, and at Ride a 
good post-chaise, and a cart for your 
baggage.. I insist however that you run 
po sea risk, for the weather has of late 
been very stormy, and sacrifice first to 
safety, and then to health and pleasure. 

I did not receive the Saturday's packet 
till yesterday, nor your letter of Tuesday 
till this morning. 
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1 wish you to send James with the 
draft for 52/. to Lefevre, Curries, 
and Co. No, 29, Comhill, my bankers, 
and let him take a receipt for it on ac- 
count^ and afterwards let him go to 
Bazire and Haddan's, No. 17, Great 
Trinity Lane, near Queenhithe, and give 
them the receipt for fifty pounds, if they 
will pay him, and he may receive it in 
small Bank, and you will be so go6d as 
to bring it here with the other banker's 
receipt. James must take Lee*s letter, 
and Bazire and Haddan may keep it, if 
they choose. 

I have just counted one hundred and 
fifty ships, chiefly merchantmen, in the 
bay. I wish you to bring tea, coflfee, 
sweet oil, almonds and raisins, and ma- 
caroons. I believe nothing else is want- 
ing. Two of Lord Dudley^s party were 
here on Wednesday. 

Your idea of the venison's being sent 
I 2 
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to Portsmouth is the best^ and };ou 
6hould mention in your note to Birch 
when it is to be drest. 

Ti-usty has amended, and is again in 
fevour. 

Be so good as to bring Debrett's Ac-^ 
eount of Lord Howe's Victory of June 1, 
and the plan, in Svo. price one shilling. 

Adieu! 



LETTER LXI. 



Sandham Cottage^ 
Monday, Aug. 11, 1794. 

This is a petit bon jour to my 
dearest Polly, whom I hope it will find 
safely arrived at Portsmouth without 
much fetigue. 
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1 shall supplicate Neptune on Wednes- 
day for the most propitious gales to waft 
you Over to this really beautiful island. 
I entreat you not to brave his fury, and 
Williancw has orders to wait your conK 
mands. The expense of the vessel is to 
be charged in my Ride account. 

Suppose, en passant, you send to in- 
quire after the Chief Baron, and Lady 
Louisa. 

Adieu^ dearest Polly : bon voyage. 
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LETTER LXir. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Sunday, July 5,179^' 

I SHOULD have epistolized my 
dearest Polly from Portsmouth, but on 
the instant of my arrival there I saw 
Captain Williams, who told me that a 
nice wind had sprung up within an hour, 
Bi]d' that it was quite favourable to pass 
over to the Isle of Wight. !». therefore 
went aboard his vessel almost imme- 
diately, and in forty minutes landed at 
Ride. 

I found the roads very bad, especially 
near London, and did not reach Liphook 
till six in tjie evening. The bustle at 
Portsmouth was astonishing, but I heard 
of nothing of importance in the present 
moment. 
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The weather was fine till Friday even • 
ing, when a deluge of rain poured down 
till nine of Saturday morning, and then 
the clouds dispersed, and a clear, blue 
Italian sky, has charmed us ever since. 

Sandham Cottage is in high beauty, 
and the shrubs have reached their acme 
of perfection. The country itself exhibits 
every where a gayer scene than I remem- 
ber in the dog-days. The season isnow- 
ever so unhealthy, that I cannot enough 
recommend to you every attention to = 
your dear health, an object of the first 
importance to ray happiness. 

I am better, and the lurking fever, 
which has assailed me so often of late, 
is more merciful since the change of 
^ir, but a disagreeable lassitude oppresses, 

I wish for the packets oi|. Wednesday^ 
while I remain here, and to be directed 
to me at .my namesake's, Mr. David 
I 4 
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William Wilkes's, ironmonger, High 
Street, Portsmouth. 

Bon jour, ma ckere petite^ 



LETTER LXIIL 

Sandfaam Cottage, 
Sunda7, July 12, 1795. 

I THANK my dearest Polly for 
her two letters, and the little billet, 
which came safe with the parcel yester- 

I rejoice that you continue well in 
these raw, pestiferous dog-days, which 
make all nature shiver, and shrink from 
the cold eastern blasts. Not a shower 
of rain however has descended sinte my 
arrival here, and my neighbours hope 
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before the end of the week to have 
finished their hay-harvest. 

The lurking fever, which at intervals 
hJEis attacked me for some months, doe3 
not quite desert his old quarters, but is 
fess frequent and violent. I will not 
however complain, for 1 ought to re- 
inember that my May oflifh isjhllen ini0 
the sear and yellow leaf. 

I saw ^e Mediterranean convoy depart 
from Spithead in admirable eonditiom 
By carelessness the hnpregnahle^of ninety-^ 
tight gum, ran aground near Bembridge 
Point, but was got off in six hours. 

Mr. Mainwaring and his femily are at 
Judge Grose's. I dined with them at the 
Priory on Friday ; and the Judge, with 
the Justic6, dine here to-day. He sets 
out the next week for his long circuit. 

I have begun Helena Maria WilUamsy 
but she has not yet beguited mi^ of 13^ 
^drs. 

I 5 
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The folio volumes of the History of 
Leicestershire may remain <in . Qcosveaor 
Square till my return. 

I am sorry you have so much trouble 
ahout the house, but I trust that you 
will above all be careful not to fatigue 
yourself too much^ which is always very 
adverse to health. 

Strawberries have been in great abun- 
dance, and ripened well on the south 
sunny side of the hill. The new plants 
ations against the pales of the menagerie 
have succeeded, and the kitchen-gardens 
will supply a good quantity of peaches 
and nectarines* 

Trusty sends his duty ; and when you 
are mentioned, shews by the wagging of 
his tail he has not forgotten your former 
kindnesses. 

Madame Fairy shall have a double 
share of my tar tine when I return. 

My heart bleeds for the poor of the 
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metropolis, and indeed the country in 
general ; but the Isle of Wight seems to 
suffer less than the neighbouring coun- 
ties, 

James's letter I received, and am 
{leased with his attention. I wish you 
to enclose Mr. Wicker's note for the 
seventeen guineas in the next parcel. 

I beg to be remembered to Lord and 
Ladty Shuldhamj and their sons, Mrs^ 
(iordon, and our London circle of good 
fri^ds. 

Bonjour, ma ires chere^lle : et con^ 
tiimez de rn aimer ^ 
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LETTER LXIV, 

Sandbam Cottage, 
Thitradaj^ Julj lO, \79S* 

MY DEABSST MtLY, 

FsoM the unoeiifeiinty o( the 
We of Wight postage,;. 1 had not the 
fevour of your letter of Saturday the 
llth tin Tuesday, after the first pared 
of Wednesday, which did not arrive till 
last Monday, This week, and the next, 
being the important riotous feir of Ports- 
mouth and Portsea, every thing is in 
confusion, and adds to the general hurry 
of our first sea-port. I have no tidings 
yet of last Saturday's parcels, nor any 
letter from Mr. Nichols, or Mr, Mon- 
tague. 

I approve very much the declaration 
of the Privy Council. The bakers will 
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now be obliged to make the itandafd 
wheaten bread, which they have evaded 
as much as possiUe^ and for as long a 
time as they could. We shall now have 
the whole produce of the grain^ the bran^ 
or hull, only excepted. 

We can very well spare Marshal 
Cwway, He waa not defioiaf^t m per^^ 
sonal courage/ but had little military 
skill, « vigour of mind, or actiom. How 
lucky ia Pitt I two such important things 
in his gift as the Regiment of Blues ^ 
and the Government of Jersey / 

Lady Shuldham's approbation i«i very 
flattering to me, but the speech will draw 
mudfi obloquy on the Chamberlain, al- 
tboa^ he ought to be considered a9 
merely official. 

My stay, here is an absolute uncer* 
tainty both with respect to the public 
caus^, and piy own individuality. If the 
riots increase in the capital, and the pco-* 
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pie seem ungovernable, I ought not to 
be absent in such a crisis *. As to my 
little indiTiduality, I am better, but far 
from a confirmed state of conyalescence. 
I shall not fail to write regularly^ and 
^ve you all the little news of this humble 
hermitage. The quartern loaf was nine- 
pence three farthings last week at New- 
port. Butcher Mackett's bill of last 
week charges me exactly sixpence per 
pound for beef, veal, mutton, and larob^ 
each. 

St. Swithin passed yesterday without 
i^ln, which I hope is a propitious omen 
for the autumn. 

I have read Helen Maria Williams's 
account of the monster Robespierre with 
indignation, with fear, and with trem^ 
bling. The volumes are infinitely curious* 

* This declaration, it skonld be recollected, is 
fnade by a veteran in his sixty-eighth year. 
4 
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I wish Dr. Kippis would give us some 
anecdotes of her, and return Dumourier, 
unless he wishes to keep it. 

jidieuy ma tres chhe^lle. 



LETTER LXV. 



Sandham Cottagie^ 
Sunday, July IQ, 1795.. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I BECEivEB yesterday a parcel 
with ^tters, and the news to last Friday .^ 
I did not, I believe, explain myself suffi- 
ciently about the sending the parcels. I 
only wish for them once a week on the 
Wednesday. 

I am impatient for yonr letter of last 
nighty but the post will not wait for me. 
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I have sent Deputy Nichols a draft for 
twenty guineas for the poor of the Ward 
of Farringdon Without. I find by his 
letter that was the sum they thought I 
should give. 

Jerrard has drawn on me for the Port* 
land mutton of last year, a bill of 13/. 1 1^. 
for which I enclose you a draft that James 
may give Scott, when he comes. 

Our neigWboiir the Governor is dan- 
gerously ill. 

Sir William and Mr. Henry Oglander 
were here yesterday, and expect Mrs. 
Glynn in about a fortnight. 

N^ news yet of Miss Garter. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER LXVI. 

Sandhom Cottage, 
SixodMy, July 26, 170^^ 

ICY DBAAXST POLLY, 

Thb Kttle garden here abounds 
with elegant flowers of almost every kind) 
^but not one equals the pens^ whidi you 
sent me, and the endearing mode of con- 
veying it added not a little to its value* 

I received Wednesday's parcels, vrith 
all the enclosures, on Friday evening, and 
your letter I was happy to have regularly 
by the post. 

I rejoice that the capital is so quiet ; 
ftnd I hope that this proof of public vir- 
tue, under such trying circumstances^ 
will continue. 

Will you be so good as to tell James, 
that I am much pleased with his car* 



186 

about the owls, and his little journies 
to Kensington Gore, and that I wish him 
often to write ? 

I hope Charpentier, our frame-maker, 
will again lift up his head in a creditable 
way, after so long an eclipse. I believe 
him an honest man. In ttie paroel was 
his bill from Sept. 1790. He states it at 
61/. 17^. 6d. and that Tie has received 
30/ on account. He might have received 
the balance long ago, if he had applied 
fpr it. 

I shall most heartily congratulate you 
on the completion of all your labours in 
Grosvenor Square, and trust that for 
many, many years, you will enjoy the 
fruits of your cares and elegant exertions, 
in that first of domestic enjoyments, ^ 
good London house. 

The arrival of the Leeward Island fleet 
gave us all great satisfaction. Miss Car- 
ter, and her two nieces, three men, and 
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two maid servants, are arrived at Sir 
Richard Worsley's cottage. I sent to 
know how they did, and received in re- 
turn a very polite letter from Miss Carter, 
with an invitation to dinner, where I was 
not to expect soup or petits pates, &c. 
things entirely abolished from all great 
tables before she left London. 

Mrs. Glynn is expected at Mr. Henry 
Oglander's in a few days. 

The good little man has been here 
with Sir William Oglander^ and they are 
both well. 

I beg for an additional petit morceau 
of sugar in Madame Fairy's cream next 
Tuesday. 

I do not wish any parcel but by the 
Wednesday's diligence, or coach. 

Adieu I 
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LETTER LXVIL 

San<fiiam Cottage^ 
Btoidssy, Aug* 2> 179^» 

I AM not a little embarrassed, 
my dearest Polly, from the uncertainty 
of the post to this island. Your two 
last letters I have not received, but t 
have the pleasure of two short billets, 
which came in the two last jparceb by 
the diligence. 

The pleasing festival to me of your 
birthday approaches so near, that I am 
laying a plan to enjoy it here with you, 
if it quite suits your arrangements. The 
l6th happens this year on the Sunday; 
but perhaps you would contrive to be 
here the Thursday before, on the 13th, 
or on Friday the J 4th. I wish to know 
which day yoii choose, that I may order 
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a good vessel for you to Ride. The 
Portsmouth road you know so well, all 
hints about that, and the primitive Mrs. 
Keen at Liphook, are unnecessary. 

I beg the favour of you to bring Ma^ 
dame Roland^s jippel a rimpartial Foste-^ 
rke. It is a Zs. 6d. brochure sold by 

I have a letter from Mr. Addison, the 
Rector of Great Brickhill, where Mat- 
tocks is our tenant. The letter is well 
written, and solicits a subscription for 
the poor of that parish. 1 have com- 
mended his exertions in so good a cause, 
and sent him three guineas. 

I wish you to bring with you a fine 
haunch of venison, and a neck, from 
Mr. Birch's, and a pine-apple, for the 
l6th, almonds and raisins, &c. and the 
Magazine and Review for the last month, 
&c- 
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I hope to receive your answer to this 
in a post or two, and to order every 
thing here as much to your comfort and 
convenience as can be in this secluded, 
solitary hermitage, 

I hope Thursday will be a cheerful day 
at the Mansion-house, and am glad you 
assist at the female fete. 

I have not yet seen Miss Cajter. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Wednesday, Aug. 5, 1795. 

I HAVE but a moment to thank 
my dearest daughter for ber letter of 
Monday the 3d instant, and to mention 
that the two former letters, which were 
missing, are luckily come to band. 

I shall have great joy in ordering a 
good vessel for you from Ride to be at 
Portsmouth early on Thursday the 13th 
bstant, and the Captain shall wait at the 
Fountain to recdve your orders. 

I mean to write again ; but in the pre- 
sent uncertainty of winds and waves, I 
wish you a bon voyage, and so does Miss 
Carter, and a large party, who came 
with her yesterday noon. 

'Adieu! 
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LETTER LXDC. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Sunday, Aug. g, 1795. 

I AM truly happy, my dearest 
Polly, to observe the favourable chai^ 
of the weatiier during the last four days, 
end I hope the smil^ of Heaven on thfe 
planet will make your journey and pas- 
43age on Wednesday and Tliursday cheer- 
fid and propitious. 

The vessel, post-chaise, and a cart for 
your baggage, are ordered for Thursday, 
and the noble Captain will be on Tliurs- 
da?f morning early at &t Fountain in 
Ifortsmoudi. 

If tlie weather proves at all tem- 
pestuous, I entreat you not to ri^ the 
passage, and regaid. not conventenoe, 
but safety. 5 
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Be so good as to bring with you the 
three small volumes of the Cfdnese Dia^ 
logues. 

I received the Wednesday's parcel on 
Thursday night, and your letter of Aug. 7 
this morning, for which accept my best 
thanks. 

£on v&yage par terre et par mer» 

Adieu f 



LETTER LXX- 

SandbaxnCottage» 
Sunday, Jolj 10, 1796. 

J4T DfiARSST POLLY, 

I WAS so harassed in a war 
with idl the elements quite to Ports- 
mouth, that I bad not courage to take 
up a p^i while I continued tbere« I had 

VOL, IV. K 
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three storms to encounter, and the 
thunder quite terrified the post-chaise 
horses, who were running away, but 
luckily the friendly shelter of the fir-trees 
near the Hammer Ponds about the eight 
mile stcme from Liphook saved us from 
a part of the fury of the storm, and we 
got safe to Mrs. Keen*s. Saturday was 
as unpropitious a day ; and quite to Ports- 
mouth we experienced a storm of wind 
and delude of rain. On the fair promises 
of Captain Williams that our passage 
would be tolerably good, we embarked, 
and were above two hours struggling 
hard against an adverse wind, and making 
fresh tacks every five minutes. I was 
dreadfully sici the whole time with that 
most powerful of all emetics the sea-- 
sickness, but this morning I find myself 
relieved by that cruel operation, and can 
just hold the pen to pay my compliments 
to you, and to rejoice that you have 
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escaped two such very unpleasant days. 
Let me hear by the next post how you 
do^ and be assured of tlie utmost tender- 
ness and r^ard of an obliged and affec- 
tionate parent. 

Good morrow. 

In a certain print after the Fatten 
applied to a diminutive animal of a Peer, 
the P might have! added from la 

Fontaine's Fable of Le Lion et k Mm^ 
^heroTiy 

Vat^^eny chitif insecte^ 
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LETTER LXXI. 

Sandham Cottage, 
Thursday, July 14, 1795. 

X ou, to whose care so much I owe 
That I *m alive to tell you ao, 

will hear^ I am sure^ with pleasvu'e that I 
am almost, recovered of the dreadful 
emetic I had on Saturday, Perhaps |t 
may prove salutary in the end ; h^i the 
internal revolution almost Oiverset me, 
and I was agonizing above two hours 
under Captain Williams's pretty breeze, 
as he called it on our embarking, and 
soon after talked of the violence of the 
hurricane. 

I regret to find by your letter of Mon- 
day, that the weather has been so cold 
and boisterous in the capital, and you are 
wise in lighting up again Vesta's fires to 
comfort you under all the fury of .^lolus. 
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The country is in great beauty, the 
scenery of this cottage in particular, and 
all in perfect order. Yesterday was to- 
lerably fine and warm, but last night we 
experienced a long and tremendous hur- 
ricane. 

I have a letter from Dr. Warton, who 
will pay this cottage a friendly visit on 
Wednesday, the 20th instant ; after which 
we will take our plan for the rest of the 
vacation, and I shall probably ask you to 
take a trip to Tunbridge to secure a good 
airy house till the middle or end of Sep- 
tember. The expense is no object to 
me. After the 20th I shall arrange all 
the particulars, and your good taste and 
prudence will contrive I know for the 
best. 

Many thanks for your attention about 
the Seltzer water. 

I have had no intelligence about the 
poor Comptroller. 

K 3 
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I enclose a letter to Dr. Warton, 
under Richard's cover, which he will put 
immediately into the general post. 

Trusty is well, and gets some good 
bits in your name. A fine brood of 
young turkies, sixteen pigeons, four 
ducks, besides Muscovites, and six 
chickens, are the present stock. 

Adieu! 
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LETTER LXXII. 

Sandham Cottage^ 
Sunday, July 17, 179^. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

We have the obligation to St. 
Swithin of the only cheerful day we expe- 
rienced in this island since our arrival. 
The evening and night however pro- 
duced much fierce lightning * and very 
loud thunder. Yesterday and to-day 
proved showery, but no heavy rains, and 
I hope the atmosphere will now be set- 
tled fair. 

The Chamberlain is but just recovered 
from his tempestuous sea voyage, and 
only waits the arrival of Dr. Warton to 
submit to you a future plan for the rest 
of this month and the next. 

I enclose you a letter of George By- 
K 4 



20O 

field about getting a poor child into 
Err^anuel Hospital, as there is a vacancy, 
and I have the presentation. I remem- 
ber leaving with you Rix's letter for you 
to give the presentation to my brother, 
or niece, for any object they wished. If 
you have not given it, perhaps George 
Byfield^s recommendation might be 
proper ; and in that case be so good as 
to send to him, and make the offer from 
yourself, and I will sign the paper on my 
return to town. 

The hfty harvest is but now begun, and 
the weather very louring. The wheat 
looks well, and promises a great crop. 

Adieu ! Heaven preserve- my dearest , 
daughter. 
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LETTER LXXIII. 

Sandhani Cottage^ 
Friday, July 22, 1796.. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

Db. Warton and I sent many 
warm wishes after you last Wednesday, 
but were forced to content ourselves with 
libations to your health. It was the 
second fine and warm day since I have 
been on the coast. The good Doctor 
was so kind as to bring me a present of 
an elegant translation in Italian verse of 
Anacreon by Corsini, and he presses 
much, but unsuccessfully, a certain 
English translation of that gay Greek, to 
be sent to a private press. 

Now I submit to you entirely a little 

plan for the rest of July, all August, and 

the beginning of September. I wish you^ 

as soon as suits your perfect convenience, 

K 5 



to go on the search to Tiinbridge, and I 
engage there a good house on one of the 
hills till about Michaelmas, The ex- 
pense I do not regard, nor do I wish to 
Jtnow any particulars till I come to town. 
I hope to be in Grosvenor Square on 
Saturday the 30th to dinner^ and intend 
to go in person through all the tire- 
some business of the Chamberlain's office ' 
on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of August, being 
the first Tuesday, Wednesday, andThurs- 
day in the month, when the office con«- 
tinues open. Is not this exemplary ? I 
will write accordingly to Mr. Parker or 
Mr. Boudon.. My plan does not go to 
return here any more this season, but I 
am entirely devoted to'you and all your 
intended plans till the beginning of die 
winter. If you please yourself in a 
house, I could join you on the 5 th of 
August, if you think proper to occupy it 
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before. I leave all particulars to your 
pradervt management. 

Continue to love an affectionate and 
obliged father. 

Adieu! 



LIHTER LXXIF.. 

Saadham Cottage,. 
Tuesday^ July 26, 1796. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

Last night I received the 
Saturday*^s parcel, and a little billet-doux 
of four lines duly; but I expect the plea- 
sure of a lon^ letter by the post to-day 
or to-morrow. 

I am preparing for my Friday*s tour ; 
but the weather is very cold and boiste- 
K 6 
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rous ; yet I hope that the hurricane, which 
has now continued three days, will be 
quite passed before the important embark- 
ation of the Chamberkin. 

I dine and lie, as usual, on Friday at 
Liphook, and intend to revisit Grosvenor 
Square on Saturday. 

If you have been, orwe at Tunbridge,^ 
I hope you have been\blessed with fair 
weather, and the kindly warmth of genial 
autumn. 

I will sign the papers for Mr. Barrett 
on my return. Many compliments to 
him and all the family. 

Adieu f 

Not one fair day here, since the smiling 
St. Swithin. 
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LETTER LXXV. 



I WAS much pleased with 
James's letter, and his exact account of 
every things He begun very properly 
with having the pleasure of teilmg me 
ikat his mistress was in perfect health. 

Sir William Oglander has been here 
with two of his sons, all civility and 
kindness to me, and much out of humour 
with my landlord- / may have a lease^ 
when I please, but he never. 

I have sewed all the Times carefully 
together. 

Yesterday only I received your pleas- 
ing letter of Tuesday, the 22d. 

You desire me to mention about the 
time of your kind visit here. I have 
always vrished it to be before your birth-* 
day, which this year falls on a Saturday. 
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Suppose you leave town on Monday the 
llth, or Tuesday the 12th of August, 
you may be here time enough before to 
recover the fatigue of a journey, and 
voyage^ which my age has riot yet. I 
will give all proper directions for a ves- 
sel to attend you at Portsmouth, when 
you have fixed the time of being therCr 
As I know you to be a heroine, ani 
have made so much longer trips on old 
ocean without me, I wish to stay here 
to receive you, and I will take the care 
of a proper, post-chaise, &c. for you in 
this island. I am really so languid, I feai? 
fetigue,.and I have not walked a mile on 
the coast since I arrived here, where you 
will be received as the sovereign queen 
of the island.. 

The unhealthiness of the season gives 
you hints of shorter days journey, but I 
need not dictate to you, who are alt 
prudence. 
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Do not forget Deputy Birch, nor the 
venison for the l6th of August, nor for 
Mr. Paice, when he dines next in 
Grosvenor Square^ 

My holydays expire Tuesday the Qth 
of September, the full moon, and I shall 
have no objection to return that day^ 

Trusty thanks- you, and has profited' 
by your hints. 

God bless the King and Queen of 
Great Britain,, France, Ireland, and Cor^ 
sica. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

Sandbam Cottage, 
Sunday, Aug. 3, 1796. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I SHALL make you amends for 
the tedioiis length of my last letter by 
the shortness of the present. 

I am much pleased with yoiu-s of last 
Tuesday, and that you are taking your 
arrangem*ents to set out on the 12th, 
Do yx)u intend to lie at Liphook ? In 
that case you should epistolize Mrs. 
Keen two or three days before. I wish 
you to write to me in a post or two, 
what time you intend to brave old ccean, 
that I may direct some of his skilful sons 
from Ride to attend you, and guard you 
from the amphibious sharks which infest 
these parts. Williams's reputation stands 
4 
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higher at present than Captain Banks's, 
and therefore my first application will be 
to him, and his orders to wait your time, 
and a post-chaise shall wait your arrival 
at Ride, with a cart for the baggage. 

I have not forgotten a grateful return 
to Captain Field for his compliments to 
you from Guernsey. This year he styles 
himself Governor on his cards. 

I shall be impatient to see Mrs. Motte's 
letter from Sorrento. 

I give you joy of your new milk-white 
favourite, and hope Fairy will prove 
worthy. 

Trusty has been an emigrant for some 
days, but is now brought back, and in 
confinement. 

I am better, but a slow fever harasses 
me, and I may say with St. Evremont, 
je veux hien me reconcilier avec mon ap- 
petit. The dog-days however end, I 
believe, with this week. 
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The two Miss Oglandefs, and three 
other ladies^ have just tired me by a 
saunter round the premises. 

Adieu! 



THB END OF THE LETTERS* 
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AS it never was intended that this Work 
should contain the whole of Mr. Wilkes's 
productions^ his tracts upon local and tran- 
sitory subjects are not here reprinted. His 
Introduction to a History of England is 
however preserved. It is upon a great sub- 
jectj and is unconnected with more tem- 
porary politics. It is to be regretted^ that 
Mr. W. never advanced leyond an Intro- 
duction* 
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TO THE 



Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 

OF THE 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, 
TO TRUTH, 

TO LIBERTY, 

THIS VOTIVE OFFERING IS MADE 

i 

JOHN WILKES. 



THE 



INTRODUCTION. 



The Revolution is the great 
jttra of English liberty. From this most 
auspicious period, freedom has made a 
r^lar, uninterrupted abode in our happy 
island. The rights of the cro>^Ti and the 
■people were then expressly ascertained, 
and acknowledged by the three branches 
of the Legislature. The disputes of pre- 
rogative, of privilege, and of liberty, sub- 
sided. The public attention was called 
to different objects, to the variety of 
changes made in the interior part of go- 
vernment, and to the remarkable events 
VOL. Jv. L 
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on the continent ; for, after the new 
settlement at home, the nation began 
again to look abroad^ and to resume its 
Bfttural weight among the powers of Eu- 
rope. 

The changes in the form of the admi- 
nistration at home were important and 
hnmediate. The supplies for the pay- 
ment of the army, navy, and the contin- 
gent expienses of government, were now 
given only frcwn year to year, and appro- 
priated to each particular service, whereas 
bdbre they had been granted, without 
any distinct appropriation, at the begin- 
ning of each reign for the life of the So- 
vereign, The public expense was sepa- 
rated firom the private expense of the 
Prince. From thence arose a necessity 
of convening the Parliament annually, 
and the Sovereign has ever since the 
Revolutitm been obliged to have recourse 
to the great council of the nation, not 
only on aU real emergencies^ but even 
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to continue the administration. Princes 
have been no longer able to govern 
without Parliaments, and Ministers have 
experienced that a few months necessa- 
rily give an injured people the power to 
call them to account. 

The house of Stuart had enjoyed so 
great revenues, that with a little eco- 
nomy they would have been sufficient to 
continue the government without any 
application to Parliament. Charles I. 
notwithstanding his great expenses, had 
been able to reign twelve years together 
without once sufFering the great council 
pf the nation to be assembled. The ex- 
actions on the subject by loans, mono- 
polies, and other illegal methods, brought 
in no very considerable siuns to his trea- 
sury, though the people were cruelly 
oppressed by his officers. The customs, 
and other branches of the revenue, en- 
joyed by Jamei^ ll. are computed at two 
I, 2 
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millions five hundred and fifty thou- 
sand pounds a year, including the one 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
granted him while Duke of York* 
At the Revolution, nothing was settled 
on King William for life. It was not 
till the year 1698, that seven hundred 
thousand pounds a year were settled 
during that term expressly for the sup- 
port of his Majesty's household. This 
included fifty thousand pounds a year for 
King James's Queen, and the establish- 
ment of the Duke of Gloucester was 
likewise to be made from the same grant. 
Every single article relative to the fleet, 
the army, and the contingent expenses 
of administration, was voted by the 
House of Commons from year to year. 
The accounts were regularly submitted to 
their inspection. Particular sums were 
appropriated for each service. By this 
method, the money granted for any dis- 
tinct article could not be diverted to 



r 



«2f 

Other vises by the Crown, which had teen' 
one of the grievances under Charles II. 

At * the period of the Revolution the 
spirit of liberty was very high in the na* 
tibh. It had been rising from the be- 
ginning of the reign of James I. During- 
the whole life of Queen Elizabeth, a 
series of the most interesting events had 
engaged the attention of the public^ 
Frequent struggles even for the inde- 
pendency of England, numerous, as welf 
as envenomed and bloody disputes, about 
theological tenets, had arisen, that men 
were not at leisure to go nicely into the 
questions of civil government, and the 
rights of prince and people ; nor did the 
conduct of the Sovereign give any alarm 
to the nation of danger of their laws and 
liberties. Rapin observes, tliat the Eng^ 
lish were in the reign of Queen Eliza^ 
heth the happiest people under the sun^ 
He adds the reason ; it is not from the 

L a 
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glory the English name then h^ throu^ 
^e worlds it is from a more solid and im* 
piCtt^t c^use^ because theyi saw no Resigns 
ypon their liberties , nor am) ir^ngismenl 
rf their privileges eucottraged : smch ju^t 
ideas of the true political biai^>me3s of a 
great nation had that ^eo^ibk French- 
9UUI lucquired in this country. He says 
in another place^ What she [Queen Eliza- 
beth] ought to be esteemed for ahove all 
ihingSy is, that sh^ caused the English to 
enjoy a felicity tmknoufn to their ances* 
tors, vnder most of the Kings her prede- 
eessors. TPhi^y doubtless, is the test, by 
which tofi are to judge of those whom God 
has sj^t oy^ us. Tindai's trftn^Iatjon, 

Th^ peaceful reigs of the fiwt Sttiart, 
his example, and repeated harangues 
both in public and private^ set the nation 
on inquiries into the nature, rise^ and 
extent of all government. Th^se sub- 
jects had then the graces of novelty in 
our country. Time ripened at length 
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Budi exce&ent fruity which from the firsi 
promised fair in this happy schI. The 
most i^iiable books we have on the 
subject rf government are posterior by 
ttear half a century to the banning of 
James the First's reign, Locke and Sid* 
Dey are still later. 

The sentiments of the court and the 
xiatioB on these great questions were 
diametrically opposite. The body of the 
dergy espoused the most extravagant 
prerogative doctrines of the King. The 
court creed was, that the liberties of the 
people^ and the privileges of Parliament^ 
were only grants and concessions from 
former princes ; th^t the King was the 
sole fountain of power; that he was 
superior to law ; that he was not bound 
by his coronation oath, except only to 
God; that resistance was at di times 
and in all cases absolutely unkwful; and 
that under the extreme of tyranny, the 
L 4 
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by those limitations^ and might he law-* 
folly resisted, when he exceeded them ; 
for that there must he a right of securing 
and maintaining what is justly ours. It 
began then to be generally remarked 
among us^ that the first idea not only 
of political institutions, but even of so* 
ciety, was the happinesa of the various 
individuals^ collected together, and that 
no ferther power could be meant to be 
given to the head, but what was for the 
good of the whole body politic. 

These were very generally the senti- 
ments of the nation at the end of the 
reign of James I . His son and suocessor 
endeavoured to reduce into practice those 
speculative maxims of regal prerogative 
in its utmost extent, which his fadi^r 
had been so many years preaching from 
the throne. He wanted neither genius 
nor courage, but he had imbibed from 
his in&ncy maiims totally rq>ugnant to 
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the nature and the rights of the people 
he was to govern. To a fatal perseve-* 
ranee in them he fell a sacrifice. Very 
early hr his reign he ventured on the 
tviro most odious acts of oppression^ 
Against which we were thought to be 
the best guarded by the Great Charter, 
I mean the arbitrary imprisonment of the 
subject, and the levying money on vari- 
ous pretences without act of Parliament. 
The lawyers served him in both. So 
fittle sense of justice, or regard to law, 
remained among them, that at lengthy 
after a iK>lemn hearing of the cause, the 
Judges declared ship-money legal. Soon 
after arose that patriot senate, men of 
the most consummate virtue, the most 
just ^nd enlarged ideas, who recovered 
our laws and liberties almost from anni- 
hilation, declared all the judgments in 
the case of ship*m(Hiey void, abolished 
the courts of ITigh Commission and Star 
L 6 
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Chamber, destroyed monopolies^ and 
passed the bill for triennial Parliaments, 
The constitution might then have been 
settled upon a solid basis, but the vio- 
lence and indiscretion of the King's 
partisans ruined this fair prospect. Lord 
Clarendon, who writes professedly froni 
the memoirs hie received from Charles I. 
says, ^^ an opinion that the violence and 
force used in procuring these acts, ren- 
dered them absolutely void, influenced 
the King to confirm them/' This opi- 
nion was most indiscreetly propagated 
by many of the royal party. The Par- 
liament availed themselves very ably of 
so palpable misconduct, and the King's 
enemies openly declared, that no reliance 
could be had on a Prince, who imagined 
that a solemn assent given in full Parlia- 
ment was void ; th^t pretences of that, 
or of a similar nature, could never be 
wanting, and that it was not easy to con- 
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odve what engagement could be valid, 
if that was not^ the most deliberate^ the 
most authentic act of royalty, which is 
known to our constitution. This rea^ 
soning made a deep impression on manjr 
even of the most moderate ; and the in* 
discretion of the courtiers in making- 
public these sentiments of the. King, 
operated fatally in laying the foundation 
of constant suspicions of his good faith 
and sincerity in every transaction. But 
the immediate cause of the civil war waa 
the violence of the most ill-judged mea- 
sure he ever adopted, the coming in. 
person to the House of Commona to 
^i^e five of their members. Prom that 
moment every thing, wore a military, 
appearance. The city. took the alarm* 
The Parliament would no longer remain- 
at Westminster, but, to mark their con* 
fidence in the citizens, who from the. 
beginning had been strenuous in the^ 
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cause of liberty^ Uiey adjourned ta the 
GttUd^ball of LondcHi. The five mem«* 
hers attended there, protected by a nu*- 
merous body of their armed fri^%ds> ami 
the citizena. 

The fire had been kmg hid, aodthere 
only wanted sudb a qpark to force a blaze* 
From that time men vfer^ more em- 
pfeyed' in defending tbdr rights by the 
amnord, than in justifying them by the 
pern The writings published at that 
period have gener^Iy refecenoe to the 
party disputes of the King and IVirBa* 
ment> andsddom go upon great princi* 
pies. The stete papers we have of the 
Rmg are in ^le and oomposi^on ii^ 
fiokdiy superior to tiiose of the Parlia- 
ment; Charles I. was himself an elegant 
writer of prose, though &e most wretch* 
ed:of all poets^ even of the royal line^ 
an aceomplished private gentleman^ pos* 
icising aSoe^tastein thepc^le art8> and 
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all the virtues of a good Christian^ but 
no one quality of a great prince. Scarcely 
any writing of importance appeared on 
great and general principles, till Crom- 
well's power swallowed up every thing, 
and gave a temporary calm to the nation. 
Milton then publi^ed his Defence of 
the People of England, and other valua- 
ble tracts. It was not however till the 
period between the Restoration and the 
Revolution that men began to scrutiniza 
aocuratdy into the rights of the church 
and monarchy, to examine the fbundai> 
tion of civil gpvemment, and to sound 
the depths of political society. 

ITiis spirit of inquiry, the remem^ 
brance of the regular tyranny of th« 
whole Stuart line, and the immediatci 
violence of James^IL gave us the Revq^^ 
tutian. The court in the reign^ of 
Charles 11. had wound up Uie prerogative 
to the highest pitch. The^ nation 
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SO tired of the civil war, that for a long 
time they were disposed to submit 
quietly to the manifest encroachments of 
the crown. The act for the attainder 
of the regicides declared, " that by the 
undoubted and fundamental laws of this 
kingdom, neither the Peers, nor the 
Commons, nor both together, in Par- 
liament, or out of Parliament^ nor the 
people collectively or representatively, 
nor any other persons whatsoever, ever 
had, hath, or ought to have any coer- 
cive power over the persons of the Kings 
of this realm.'* Former Parliamehts had 
however in a solemn manner deposed 
Edward II. and Richard IL The court- 
chaplains, and the clergy in general, be- . 
gan again their former prostitute strains 
of an unreserved and unlimited obe- 
dience. They were now opeftly joined 
by the two Universities, who echoed 
the same doctrines^ and concurred in 
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tssuring the King, that our Princiisdd 
not derive their title from the people^ 
but from God, that to him only they 
were accountable, that it belonged not 
to subjects to create or censure, but to 
honour and obey their Sovereign, and 
that he became King by a fundamental 
hereditary right of succession, which no 
reKgion> no law, no feult or forfeiture^ 
could alter or diminish. TheUniver- 
«ty of Oxford in their famous decree, 
which was solemnly presented to King 
Charles TI. and ordered to be hung up 
in every college, condemned as damnable, 
impious, and heretical, all the great prin- 
dples of government, that power is ori- 
ginally from the people, that resistance 
to unlawful . acts of government is 
warranted by the constitution, &c. In 
their recognition of James 11. they said 
that they were indispensably boimd to bear 
- ^11 faith and true obedience to his Majesty^ 
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WI7ROI7V ANY BESTRICTIONS OR I.IMIT« 

ATioi«8^ and that no consideratten what^ 
ever $h<ml4 be able to shake their stedfast 
bn/altt/ and oilegiance. The Act of Con<* 
vocation is dated Feb. 21^ l68d> and is 
exceedingly curions. The gentlemen o£ 
the University of Oxford ^om the bottom 
qf tfieir hearts adore and' magnify the 
providence of our good God, by wlunm 
kings reign, wfio, out of his unspeahable 
mercy to this ckurch and state, has pre^ 
served your sacred Majesty [James II.'] 
in the government of these kingdom^. 

The nation at large had now the 
justest notions of civil freedom, and re- 
garded with horror a set of men, who 
would have given away their own liber- 
ties, and the birthright of their pos* 
terity • Oppression at last brought about 
what truth and reason had in vain en- 
deavoured. The clergy and the univer- 
idties adopted the sentiments of the 
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Station; and all parties^ all bodies of men, 
concurred in the Revolution. The first 
duty of an historian, a sacred regard to 
truth, obliges roe to take notice, how 
Me both those bodies of men were be* 
fore they took the alarm, and how much 
the rest of the nation went beyond 
them in zeal and consistency, as well as 
in priority of time. The clergy shewed 
the most perfect acquiescence under the 
attacks made by James II. on civil liberty. 
The universities looked on with a cold 
indifference till the privileges of a college 
were invaded. When the rights of the 
church of England were attacked, then 
the outcry first began from the clergy. 
The universities were awakened only by 
an attack on themselves. This conduct 
made the rest of mankind look upon 
these two bodies of men as acting at 
that time only from motives of private 
interest; and the constant opposition 
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>^hich the same men gave afterwards to 
King William seemed to justify that 
opinion. 

The reign of Charles II* was very 
turbulent, from the arbitrary system of 
the court for ever chshing with the frtt 
spirit of the people. His brother and 
successor was more quiet tilF the landing 
of the Prince of Orange. The rebel- 
li(His of Argyle and Monmouth were 
soon quelled. The greater storm was 
then preparing. The conduct of the 
King gave his enemies all the advantages 
they could wish over him. He began 
his reign by a wanton act of despotism, 
by a direct violation of the Great Charter, 
and the most acknowledged fundamental 
laws of the kingdom. Even before the 
Parliament met, he ordered the Customs 
to be levied by proclamation, though 
ihey had been granted to Charles IK 
only during his life. By this step he 
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openly violated the constitution, and 
usurped one of the most important pri- 
vileges the people enjoyed, that of giving 
theiir own money. Such a step was 
equally violent and unnecessary, for there 
could be no doubt that the two Houses 
would make the grant as soon as they 
met. The rest of his reign was in all 
points answerable to that beginning. 
He assumed and exercised a dispensing 
power, by which all the laws were sub- 
mitted to the pleasure of the crown, and 
the first principles of the English go- 
vernment destroyed, which lodge the 
legislative power in king, lords, and 
commons. There could not be a more 
direct or stronger usurpation on the two 
other branches of our government. In 
fact they became useless, • and their au- 
thority was annihilated. The rights of 
the church of England, and the privileges 
of the universities, were soon the prey 
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of despotism. The laws were openlf 
violated, and the whole executive power 
vms trusted to persons absolutely inca- 
pable by act of Parliament of being era- 
ployed in any office civil or military. 
Although James 11. while Duke of York, 
had been obliged to give up the office of 
High Admiral by the Test-act in his bro- 
ther's reign, even before he publicly 
acknowledged himself a Roman Catholic, 
yet none but those of his own religion 
were now intrusted with the more im- 
portant offices, without taking any of 
the oaths^ or submitting to the qualifi^ 
cations, required by law. A Jesuit was 
President of the Privy Council, most of 
the Lord Lieutenants were Catholics, and 
the army, as well as the fleet, swarmed 
with officers who had not taken the 
tests prescribed by an express act of Par- 
liament. 

This was the state of England on the 



landing of the Piince of Orai^. The 
nation was plainly left without resource, 
but in the shock of a military contest ) 
for in the mock trial of Sir Edward 
Hales^ a Roman Catholic, the guardians 
of our laws, the Judges, had determined 
** that it was an inseparable prerogative 
of the crown to dispense with all penal 
laws." Luckily for our country the 
body of the people appeared on this 
occasion unanimous. The King could 
scarcely be said to have a party, who 
dared to avow him after his second re- 
treats He was in the most forlorn and 
desolate condition, without a gleam of 
hope for futurity, forsaken even by his 
own children, with no resource but the 
meanest and most wretched of all, the 
few, narrow ideas of a mind naturally 
weak, timid, and superstitious. The 
Tories, who through his brother's and 
bisown reign had preached the doctrines 
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of passive obedience and non-resistance^ 
carried them into practice with respect 
to him as little as even the Whigs. Both 
parties concurred heartily in excluding ^ 
Prince, who had overturned the legal 
government. They agreed on this occa- 
sion that they were warranted to guard 
the constitution, as well as to watch 
over its preservation by farther securities 
against the abuse of too great power in 
the first branch of the legislature. 

The immediate effects rof the Revolu- 
tion under the Prince -qf Orange as to 
the national conduct^ with respect to our 
foreign politics, and '^e numerous bodies 
of the sectaries aJtiiBrfie, ought to.be re- 
marked, ^^.p 

I shall not here take notice of some 
important points with respect to public 
liberty, which were passed over in silence 
by the great patriots who brought about 
tlie Revolution. Whatever is done in 
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the spur of a present necessity^ is seldom 
mature^ perfect, or finished in all its 
parts. But tliese considerations will fol- 
low more naturally after we have seen 
all that was actually gained for the public 
in the reign of William III. and the 
domestic as well as foreign difficulties^ 
his temper, prudence, and courage at last 
surmounted. I shall only now add, that 
our ancestors are more entitled to our gra- 
titude for the blessings we enjoy in con- 
sequence of their noble efforts at the 
Revolution, than to our reproaches for 
the few things they have left us to do, 
although experience has taught us that 
vnthout them the Revolution itself is im- 
perfect. Our present politicaHiberty owes 
its very existence indeed to the Revolu^ 
tion ; but we may justly regard its con- 
tinuance as too precarious, its security 
as ill established. 

The Stuarts had always she\vn a 
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strong partiality to France. One of them 
was the pensioner of Lewis the XlVth, 
and had several times employed the force 
and treasure of England to serve the 
ambitious views of that monarch. The 
form of government and religion of the 
French were the objects of the affection 
and choice of James 11. This was so 
glaring, that it was the chief reason 
ivhich induced the late King of Ftam^ 
to revoke the edict of Nantes at that 
particular period. The aversion both 
the brothers shewed to tfie Protestant 
republic of Holland kept pace with their 
fondness for the French government^ 
religion, and monarchy. Charles II. 
had been at open war with the States, 
and there was never any cordiality be- 
tween them and his successor. The 
state of foreign politics was totally chang- 
ed, when the Stadtholder of Holland was 
become King of England. He had been 
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bred in a personal hatred of Lewis the 
XlVth, Besides his resentment of the 
wrongs his country had suffered, and all 
the wanton cruelties of Luxemburgh's 
^forces at Bodegrave and Svvammerdara^ 
•which were fresh in men's minds, he 
vfBB soured by the seizing his patrimonial 
principality of Orange. He seemed to 
have adopted as the favourite passion 
and the <krling pursuit of his life, the 
humbling the French King, and the 
setting bounds to that uncontrolled 
ambition which had usurped on every 
feeble neighbouring state, threatened the 
total destruction of his native provinces, 
and drenched Europe with blood. The 
hatred which the Prince of Orange bore 
to Lewis the XlVth made him embrace 
with warmth ever}^ possible expedient to 
detach from France her old allies, and 
to create her new enemies. With this 
view he held out to the Duke of Han- 
M 2 
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over the bright object of the crown of 
England^ in order to detach him from 
the alliatice of France. A plan so well 
laid could not fail of success* The 
Duke, and the Elector of Bavaria^ had 
been on every occasion the most firm 
and zealous friends of that crown among 
the numerous princes of the Germanic 
body. This happy conversion of the 
House of Hanover to the common cause 
of liberty in Europe against the ambi- 
tion and tyranny of France, we owe en- 
tirely to our great deliverer, who knew 
mankind perfectly welL 

I shall give some remarkable quota- 
tions on this subject from two of our 
own authors, men of the most opposite 
character, party, and principles : I mean 
Burnet and Bolingbroke. The first says 
at the end of the reign of James II. 
^* The Duke of Hanover was at that time 
in some engagements with the court of 
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Prance. But, since he had married the 
Princess Sophia of the Palatine house, I 
ventured to send a message to her by 
one of their courts who was then at 
the Hague. He was a French refugee^ 
named Mr. Baucour. It was to acquaint 
her with our design with relation to 
England, and to let her know^ that, if 
we succeeded, certainly a perpetual ex* 
clu»on of all Papists from the succession 
to the Crown would be enacted : and^ 
since she was the next Protestant heir 
after the two Princesses, and the Prince 
of Orange, of whom at that time there 
was no issue alive, I was very confident 
that if the Duke of Hanover could be 
disengaged from the interests of France, 
so that he came into our interests, the 
succession to the Crown would be lodg- 
ed in her person, and in her posterity ; 
though on the other hand, if he con- 
tinued, as he stood then, engaged with 
M 3 
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France, I could not answef for this. 
The gentleman carried the message, and 
delivered it. The Dutchess entertained 
it with much warmth, and brought him 
to the Duke to repeat it to him. But 
at that time this made no great impres- 
sion on him. He loDked on it as a re* 
mote and a doubtful project. Yet when 
he saw our success in England, he had 
other thoughts of it. Some days aftar 
this Frenchman was gone, I told the 
Prince what I had done; He approved 
of it heartily ; but was particularly glad 
that 1 had done it, as of myself, without 
communicating it to him, or any way 
engaging him in it : for he said, if it 
should happen to be known that the 
proposition was made by him, it mi^t 
do us hurt in England, as if he had aU 
ready reckoned himself so far master as 
to be forming projects concerning the 
succession to the crown." Original folio 
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edition of 1724, vol. i. p. 75/. " The 
King (William III. in 1 689) ordered 
me to propose the naming the Dutchess 
of Hanover, and her posterity, next in 
the succession. He signified his plea- 
sure in this also to the ministerst But 
he ordered me to begin the motion in- 
the House, because I had already set it 
on foot. And the Duke of Hanover had 
now other thoughts of the matter, and 
was separating himself from the interests 
of France." Original folio edition o£ 
vol. ii. in 1734, p. 15. 

Bqlingbroke says, " The Emperor and 
the King of Spain had engaged in the 
quarrel against France (in ] 67^), and 
many of the Princes of the Empire had 
done the same. Not all. The Bavarian 
continued obstinate in his neutrality, 
and,% to mention no more, the Swedes 
made a great diversion in favour of 
France in the Empire ; where the Duke 
M 4 
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of Hanover abetted their designs as mucb 
as he could^ for he was a zealous par- 
tisan pf Prance, though the other princes 
of his house acted for the common 
cause/' Letters on the Study and Use 
of History, 8vo. edition of London, 1752, 
vol. i. p. 288. 

The nation in general was disposed to 
second the views of William IIL and the 
greater part of the powers on the conti-* 
nent were eager to join against a Prince 
whom they beheld with jealou^ and 
fear. BoileaUy in his public Remerciment 
d Messieurs de V Academe Frnngoisey 
calls the Prince of Orange cet opiniatre 
ennemi de sa ^loire (de Louis XIV.)^ cet 
inAutrkux artisan de ligues et de que- 
relies, qui travaiUoit depuis si long terns 
a remuer conire lui toute r Europe. This 
was in J 684, and Boileau was always 
known to speak the court language of 
Lewis the XlVth. 
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The English now regarded with a £^ 
vourable eye the republic of Holland. 
Their late deliverance from popery and 
slavery was attributed in a good degree 
to the Dutch troops which the States 
had lent the Prince of Orange. The 
sense of so important a service was uni- 
versally acknowledged ; both parliament, 
and people shewed their gratitude to 
these foreign officers and soldiers, who 
spread through the nation a terror and 
hatred of the French arms and councils. 
From this period of the Revolution Eng- 
land has continued regulaily and steadily 
to oppose the ambitious views of France, 
except during two short, critical, and 
<x>nvulsive intervals.. The first was at 
thei latter end of Queen Anne's reign. 
The other lasted some years after the 
accession of George I. It began imme- 
diately on the death of Lewis the XlVth, 
and continued the whole regency of the 
M 5 



Duke of Orleans. The national interest 
was not however so much consulted at 
either of these periods^ as the views of a 
few particulars. During the first period 
the interests of a set of Tory ministers, 
whose private schemes of power coin* 
cided with th^f views of France, were 
alone regarded. At the other period 
the family connexions of the houses of 
Brunswick and Orleans directed the 
councils of both kingdoms^ and made 
them act in concert for several years* 
George I. courted the assistance of France 
against the Pretender. The Duke of 
Orleans, presumptive heir of tlie crown 
of Prancef, stood in need of 4he friend* 
ship of England against the claims of 
the King of Spain, who was ready to 
declare the renunciations totally void* 
This coalition of private interests in 
these powerful families made the two 
nations at that period act together in 
the general system of Europe, 
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A remarkable change in the national 
conduct immediately after the Revolution^ 
with respect to the numerouts bodies of 
the Sectaries, ought likewise to be no* 
ticed. They had been cruelly expressed, 
and openly persecuted, under the Stuart 
line. A short respite only had taken 
place during the reign of James II. 
when, in reality to fevour the Roman 
Catholics, he avowed a toleration for all 
dissenters from the Church of England* 
At length he published a proclamation 
for liberty of conscience, set up a dis- 
pensing power^ and permitted every man 
to hold places in the state without any 
qualification of tests or oaths. This 
happened the year before the Revolution. 
The Dissenters of almost every denomi- 
nation were duped by this artifio* of the 
court. They looked no farther than to 
a present relief from the persecution 
they had suffered, and seemed too little 
M 6 
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to consider how it was obtained. Th^ 
approved the King^s illegal measures, 
and^ ^ if a favour had been intended 
to them, even thanked him for so direct 
a breach in the constitution. Soon after 
the Revolution^ the claims of the Secta- 
ries were settled on a legal and solid 
foundation. The English in a good 
degree adopted the Dutch system of go- 
vernment as to a general toleration of 
religious parties. Liberty of conscience 
began to be considered not merely as a 
sound measure of the internal admini- 
stration of a country, but as a great 
commercial principle. It had been re- 
marked in two instances, too consideir- 
able to be overlooked, too recent to be 
forgot. The one was, the amazing rise 
of Amsterdam, and other great towns of 
the United Provinces. These, under 
every natural disadvantage, had become 
commercial, populou«<j and wealthy. 
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merely from the asylum given to the 
subjects of the King of Spain, in the 
last cruel persecution earned on through* 
out the Low Countries. The other proof 
was drawn from what happened a few 
years before, the. almost instantaneous 
effect of the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, An incredible number of the 
industrious inhabitants of France had in 
three years established many, new manu- 
factures at London, at Amsterdam, at 
Berlin, and other Protestant cities. It 
is very possible that King William did 
not so much regard liberty of conscience 
as the right of every thinking being, 
but as a measure to promote trade and 
commerce, to increase population, and 
to make his new dominions a safe sanc- 
tuary against the persecuting spirit of 
bigotry, by which Louis the XlVth was 
actuated. The prejudices he had im- 
i)ibed against tlie Roman Catholics, and 
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his conduct towards that sect^ seem to 
prove that his principles of toleration^ 
and freedom of thought, did not proceed 
from a mind deeply tinctured with sound 
philosophy, or zealous for the primary 
rights of mankind. He endeavoured to 
abolish the penal laws with respect to 
Protestant Dissenters of every denomi- 
nation, and to take away the necessity 
of receiving the Sacrament, for the en- 
joyment of any office or place of trust. 
The idea was to exclude only the Roman 
Catholics, and to admit all the other 
sectaries to be capacitated equally with 
ihe members of the church of England. 
It must be allowed, that the Roman Ca- 
tholics are in some important particuUrs 
to be considered in a different light from 
all other dissenters, not only because their 
religion is intolerant, bloody, and idola- 
*trous, but from their claims with respect 
to the controlling in many points the 
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civil power, of the magistrate, ^md the 
imperium in imperioy which their priesto 
have in other cx>untrie8 established. 

The King did not succeed in the 
scheme of abolishing the sacramental 
test in favour of Protestant Dissenters, 
the Tory and the High«church party 
opposing with much heat the proposals 
for a general comprehension of all the 
Protestants. The penal laws against 
them were indeed repealed, and the 
Act of Toleration gave them an entire 
security, on the express condition how- 
ever of their taking the oaths to the 
government, and subscribing the Decla- 
' ration of 30th Charles H, Their preach- 
ers were to subscribe the articks of the 
church of England, except the34th, 35th, 
and 36th, with a few words in the 20th. 
The Romatt Catholics, and all persons 
denying the Trinity, were left to the 



rigour of the old penal laws^ by a special 
dause in the Act. It is certain the Act 
of Toleration was a considerable point 
gained at that time in £ivour of religious 
liberty^ for it put an efl^tual stop to the 
rage and madness of persecution among 
the Protestants. The forbearance and 
lenity of the administration left the Ro-^ 
man Catholics little cause of complaint. 
On the basis of this Act rest at this 
hour the most precious rights and privi- 
leges of all Protestant Dissenters from 
the established Church. It has proved 
a firm bulwark against the fury of bigots 
and enthusiasts^ though a philosophical 
mind must object to the unjust shackles 
which tyranny has forged of all subscrip- 
tions, creeds, tests, and oaths. I except 
that single oath, or affirmation, which 
no well-meaning citizen can scruple, of 
a legal obedience to the ciVil governor. 
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which for its very existence as well as 
security every state seems warranted to 
require from the subject. 

I thought these general observations 
would be useful before we enter on the 
great and important facts which occur 
in the reign of William III. and changed 
the face of Europe as well as of England* 
The wealth and power of the whole Bri- 
tish empire was, from the period of the 
Revohaiony directed against France. The 
jiation then began to figure once more 
among the first monarchies, after an 
eclipse of near two centuries under the 
ignominious race of the Stuarts, except- 
ing a short burst of glory during the 
Protectorate. From the death of Queen 
Elizabeth, England had been little con-* 
sidered by any of the powers of th^ 
continent, although the settled tran- 
quillity, and union of the whole islanci 
under the ^me Sovereign, had increase^ 
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her strength^ and created what is moat 
necessary to every state^ an internal 
security. The constant factions^ and the 
struggles of the people in support of 
their liberties agiunst ibur successh^e 
prerogative princes intoxicated with the 
doctrines of dreaming schoolmen^ kept 
the English fully employed at home. 
At this important sera of the Revolution^ 
fearing no longer for their own freedom, 
they began to consider the ancient gloiy^ 
the dignity, the power and extent of 
their empire, as well as the high spirit 
of the people, with the solid advantages 
they enjoy beyond any nation which has 
ever appeared on the earth, being at once 
as commercial as the Carthaginians, as 
warlike as the Romans. The English 
bad, like the Romans, a new war to sus^ 
tain against the tyrant, whom they had 
Expelled ; but it was neither very formi- 
dable, nor of long continuance. James IL 
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lunk into universal contempt, while 
the new King of England became the 
vital principle of all the confederacies 
among the princes of Europe against the 
usurping ambition of Lewis the XTVth, 
aild under his happy auspices liberty was 
established at hon>e, and so finhly rooted 
in the hearts of the people as never to 
perish, but with the final dissolution of 
the British empire. 

I have purposely avoided entering into 
ji minute discussion of the principles on 
which the Revolution is founded. A free 
and manly people are superior to the 
justification of their conduct by the 
formal rules laid down indiscriminatdy 
for all cases by some men of study, and 
denied by others. There is however a 
passage of Grotim, in the celebrated work 
De Jure Belli et Pack y^o very apposite to 
the Revolutiany so full an approbation of 
the oondupt of our fethers^ that I think 
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it ought to find its place here. I shall 
only farther remark^ that it is taken 
from the firsts the most original^ pro- 
found^ and accurate^ of all the produc- 
tions of modem times on the power of 
the Sovereign and th^ subject^ which 
was published sixty-three years before 
the glorious dera of our Revolution, 
dedicated in the plenitude of Richelieu's 
power to Louis the Xlllth^ and appear-^ 
ed with the French King's privil^e. 
The passage is taken from the chapter 
De Bella subditorum in,superiore$y sect, 
]3. /^. 113. I quote the 4 to. edition 
published by Grotms himself at Paris in 
i6Q5. " Si rex partem habeat summi 
imperii, partem alteram populus, aut 
senatus, regi in partem non suam invo* 
lanti, vis justa opponi poterit, quia eate* 
nus imperium non habet. Quod locum 
habere censeo, etiamsi dictum sit, belli 
potestatem penes regemi fore, id enim 
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de bello extemo intelligendum est : cum 
alioqui quisquis imperii summi partem 
habeat^ non possit non jus habere, earn 
partem tuendi, quod ubi fit, potest rex 
etiam suam imperii partem belli jure 
amittere," *^ If the King has a part of 
the supreme power, and the people or 
the senate have the other part, should 
the King invade the part not his own; 
he may be lawfully resisted, I think thia 
is well founded, although I have declared, 
that the right of making war is in the 
King ; for that must be understood of 
foreign wars : since whoever has a share 
of the supreme power, must necessarily 
have a right of defending his share. 
When such a case happens, the King 
may also by the right of war lose his 
share of the supreme power." 

James II. was plainly the aggressor. 
By his violent conduct he left the peo- 
ple no possibility of a legal redress ac- 
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cording to the forms prescribed by the 
Jaw and the constitution. The Parlia- 
.ment could not even meet without hi^ 
-previous writ of summons. In such a 
case, and in every other where the laws 
are silent, recourse must be had to tho 
great maxim of all governments, the 
preservation of legal establishment. Th^ 
question plainly was, " Is the King of 
England an absolute despotic monarch, 
whose will is law, whose prerogative is 
to dispense with the penal acts of the 
whole legislature, and with all statutes 
.[md charters, and are the people his 
slaves ?" or, " Is the King of England 
a limited Sovereign, bound by the laws, 
and by a solemn oath to the nation to 
govern according to law? and are the 
people free, and entitled to various liber- 
ties and privileges as their birthright ?'* 
This was in reality the great controversy. 
-The King was almost single in the first 
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opinion. The nation seemed unanimous 
in the second. Unfortunately for Jam^ 
II. the Scots joined the English on this 
important occasion, and their conduct 
was still more manly, noble, and ^irit- 
cd. To please the Tories and the High- 
church party we lost ourselves in doubt- 
ful terms and silly questions of chicane ; 
we were perplexed among ourselves to 
prove that the King had abdicated and 
•deserted. The Scots spoke the language 
of a free people. They declared, that 
he hsd forfeited the crown. Both na- 
tions resolved to assert their freedom, 
and of consequence to exclude for ever 
a Prince, who it was plain would be per- 
petually a principle in the State to sap 
and undermine the public liberty. 

Foreign nations have very generally 
seen the RevoliUion in a fake and partial 
light. ^ They have considered it as the 
sole consequence of the religious bigotry 
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of James II. and entirely overlooked all 
his overt acts, to destroy the civil liber- 
tics of his people. The Archbishop of 
Rheims said, ^' Voil4 un bon homme, 
qui a quitte trois royaumes pour une 
messe.'* '^ There goes a good creature, 
who has given three kingdoms for a 
mass.'* This was not exactly the case. 
He might have gone quietly to mass, 
and remained the Sovereign of three 
kingdoms, if he had not attacked the 
established rights of his subjects ; if he 
had not overturned the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom; and being trusted 
with only a limited power, endeavoured 
to make himself a despotic Monarch* 
The English would rather have suffered 
him to turn Turk than tyrant. They 
might have been prevailed upon to let 
him go very quietly to the mosque or to 
mass^ and in either case would only have 
pitied his foljy, if he had no(t violated 
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the rightis of his people. Let us exa- 
mine the conduct of a neighbouring na- 
tion in circumstances nearly parallel as 
to the religidn of the prince and people. 
After the death of Henry III. there 
could be no doubt that lineal succession 
gave the crown of France to the King 
of Navarre, whose memory is now as 
sacred to every good subject of France, 
as that oi Alfred is among us. He was 
of a different religion from the body of 
his people. The greater part of the 
nation refused to acknowledge him. By 
force of arms he was for several years 
kept out erf his capital, nor was he re- 
ceived into Paris till after his solemn 
abjuration at St. Denis. Although 
Henry IV. had violated no law in favour 
of his own sect, had usurped no rights 
of the Catholics, used no violence or 
compulsion to any man, yet a conformity 
to the national religion was made the 
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essential point of his subjects* obedience. 
If therefore as to this single article of 
religion, , any argument is t6 be'drawn 
from the practice of a most civilized 
people, the English are abundantly justi- 
fied. I might add that the case is in- 
finitely stronger in their favour from the 
peculiar circumstances of the bigotry, 
the usurpations, the violence, andHhe 
spirit of persecution in James IL These 
rendered his exclusion from the throne 
not only a measure founded in right, 
but dictated by the necessity of the case, 
and the primary law of nature, self- 
preservation. It is remarkable that 
among the state papers relative to the 
peace of Ryswick, there is an answer to 
a Memorial of James IL which has the 
following noble passage: *^ The degra- 
dation of King James was founded upon 
his subversion of the fundamental laws 
of the state, the avenging of wliich the 

5 
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English nation declared belonged to it- 
self ; that such is the constitution of its 
monarchy ; and that every state has its 
laws, for which it is not answerable to 
any other state/' 

Liberty was the direct, avowed prin- 
ciple of the English at the Revolution, 
as much as of the Romans at the expul- 
sion of the whole family of the Tarquins. 
Tacitus says, *^ Libertatem et consula- 
tum Brutus instituit." " Brutus esta- 
blished liberty and the consulship.'* The 
preservation of the laws and liberties of 
Great Britain was the letter as well as 
the spirit of every declaration made by 
the Prince of Orange. The families of 
Brutus and Nassau will be gratefully 
remembered by all posterity as the 
avengers of tyranny, and the protectors 
of the freedom of. their nation, and of 
mankind. The first Brutus drove out 
the Tarquins, and died gloriously in the 
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field, fighting -against the enemies of his 
country. The last Brutus delivered 
Rome from the tyranny of Caesar, and 
^ve liberty to his fellow-citizens, but 
he could not give that public virtue, by 
which alone it can be preserved and se- 
eured. The first Nassau delivered his 
country from the intolerable yoke of 
Spain and the Inquisition, when Philip II. 
endeavoured to enslave the Netherlands. 
He founded the free republic of the 
United Provinces, and fell a victim in 
the cause of liberty. The last Nassau 
preserved the indepepdency of his own 
country, generously risked every thing 
in defence of the liberties of England, 
settled a just and equal plan of freedom, 
and made three kingdoms happy under 
a mild and temperate government. 

From the Revolution the Sovereign 
and the subject have continued firm to 
a free and well-tempered nionarchy. 
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built on the basis of public liberty. Eng- 
land has been an empire of mild and 
equal laws. Montesquieu observes^ *^ il 
y a une nation dans le monde, qui a 
pour objet direct de sa constitution la 
liberty politique." " There is a nation 
in the world, which has for the direct 
end of its constitution political liberty.? 
Esprit des Loix, book xith, chapter 5th» 
This is now woven into every part of 
our constitution ; and though we were 
at any particular crisis betrayed or sold 
to our princes ; though in the infinite 
lapse of ages a venal parliament or a 
profligate soldiery might arise, who 
would bargain for our liberties, the peo- 
ple will not fail to resume their rights, 
and themselves exercise on a great emer- 
gency the power they only lend to their 
magistrates and governors. The con- 
duct of the Romans was remarkable, and 
ought to be a warning to lis. They ex- 
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.pelled the Tarquins almost as unani- 
mously as we did the Stuarts. They 
boasted of being the only free nation, 
yet at last became the slaves of one 
family from generation to generation; 
and if now and then a faint ray of free- 
dom beamed forth, they soon sunk again 
into darkness. They had made the most 
monstrous grants to the Sovereign, stbi 
omnia licere et in onmeSy that to him all 
was lawful J and against all ; yet when 
Nero grew a monster of tyranny, they 
ordered him to be punished more ma- 
jorum, although it is difficult to conceive 
how, after such a formal surrender of 
every thing, he could be guilty of any 
act of injustice or tyranny. Nature re- 
.monstrated at first against so shameful a 
grant, and afterwards commanded the 
resumption. 

The English at the Revolution not 
. .only recovered their liberties, but laid 
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down a plan of perpetuating them to 
their latest posterity, and expressly cir- 
cumscribed the power of their princes. 
They declared on what terms they gave 
their crown, and under what express 
limitations it should be worn by all suc- 
ceeding Sovereigns. By this legal tenure 
it must continue to be held. The Eng- 
lish Ijave regularly since the aera of the 
flight of their last tyrant, manifested in 
the cause of freedom a constancy, a 
courage, a firmness more than Roman. 
Such be their virtues to the latest ages, 
and may they continue a great and happy 
people, the patrons of universal liberty, 
the scourge of tyrants, the refuge of 
the oppressed, and long hold out to the 
world what is truly the boast of rational 
beings, a mild and free government, 
just, powerful, independent, commercial, 
tolerant, generous, and brave ! These 
are the true glories of this land of liberty 
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in the most enlightened age of philo- 
sophy. May Englishmen in all future 
ages possess and hold sacred these inva* 
luable blessings ! May every Prince, 
who shall bear the sceptre of this great 
and free country, have always in mind, 
*^ That other nations can bear slavery, 
but liberty is the characteristic of Eng- 
lishmen !" Alice nationes servitutem pati 
possunt; populi jinglicani est propria 
libertas. 
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t. Aubrey : a Novel. By R. C. Dallas, Esq. 
Author of " Percival," &c. In 4 vols. 12mo. Price 
18s. in boards. 

2. PERCIVAL } or NATURE VINDICATED. 
By R. C. Dallas, Esq. In 4 lar^e vob. 12ino. 
Price 18s. sewed. The Second Edition. 

<< The motto in the title-page of this trul7 valuable perform- 
ance is admirably suit^ to the author's plan, ji man's nature 
runs either to kerbs, or weeds, tberefgre let Aim sMMnahjf water the 
9fU9 and destroy the other ** Bacon, 

« By the herbs, in the quaint language of this celebrated Eng- 
lish philosopher, we are to understand that he means the social 
and domestic virtues, which promote the prosperity and happiness 
of nations, and the private felicity of families and individuals. T* 
water or cultivate with the greatest care and attention the salutary 
herbs, and to destroy the noxious weeds, are the grand objects of 
this well.wrought moral tale, which we are concerned to see de- 
graded by the appellation of a Nmjel ; since it holds a rank in the 
scale of literature very Ur above any of the modem productions 
with which the press and the newspapers are almost daily loaded, 
in order to supply fresh food for our numerous circulating libra- 
ries. The foundation of this fascinating and instructive work of 
imagination is laid in pure religion and uncontaminated nature ; 
and the superstructure is raised upon a liberal and virtuous edu- 
cation, under the direction of those best architects of the humalki 
mind, good example and sound precept." 

European Mag, July 1801. 

*• We shall enter into a more extensive examination of the 
Novel before us, than we are ordinarily accustomed to do in 
works of a similar kind, and for this very good reason, becnuse 
we have seldom met with one of similar merit. It presiMts the 
reader throughout with a very beautiful picture of virtue, in its 
most engaging form, delineated in the clearest colouring of purity 
•f style and simplicity of language." 

Anti-'Jaeeibin Rsvitw^ April 1802. 
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** We must now take leave of this pleasing, instructive, and 
welUwritten performance, with a few remarks on its style. We 
can sar of this Novel, what we have not always an opportunity to 
say of the productions in general which come before us : it is 
English ; it is written in the pure language of our country ; on 
that account, were its other merits not allowed to inflitence our 
recommendation, we should press it upon the attention of parenti 
who allow their daughters to read what arc called (but are nor al- 
ways so deserving as this of the title) good novels. Having said 
thus much of the work altogether, we havr revised our sentiments, 
and are happy to decUre, that we have not said too much.^' 

j^nti 'Jacobin Review y May 1802. 

3. MODERN LITERATURE. A Novel. By 
Robert BissET, L.L.D. In 3 vols. 12mo. Price 
1 5s. in boards. 

4. THE SWISS EMIGRANTS, A Tale. In 
1 vol. 12mo. Price 4s. in boards. 

" With regard to the following little narrative, it is not neces- 
sary to give any account of the manner in which ic came into 
the Editor's possession} or of the circumstances which have delayed 
its publication so loni; a^ter the time when it appears to have been 
written. In offering it to the world, he l.as been actuated chiefly 
by an opinion of its useful and instructive tcnJency. if vir.ur 
be promoted by the view of characters which rise above the ordi- 
nary standard, thpse exhibited in the following pages seem well 
calculated to produce that effect. In the first part we discover the 
principle of active benevolence operating in somewhat of a new 
dit^ection. There may not be many who could with pi-oprieiy 
adopt the precise manner of life which is there described ; yet 
there are perhaps fpw whose characters would not be improved by 
imbibing some portion of the spirit which it breathes. 

'* At the presept moment also, when oor independence, and 
our very existence as a nation, arc threatened by the same restless 
and domineering potentate, the examples here exhibited of love for 
our country, and courage in defending it, may not be without 
their use." Extract from the Preface, 

" The object of this wcU-told tale is at once to set forth the 
happiness which may be derived from the practice of beneficence 
in an humble and obscure sphere, and to exhibit a moving picture 
•f the misery of which war is productive. Such is war, and such 
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^re the blessings which conquerors and warlike statesmen confer 
on humanity ! Yet what a small corner in the wide field of de- 
vastation and misery, occasioned by one expedition only, docs thit 
volume describe ? "* The most detailed relations of General Brune'i 
progress in Switzerland cannot include the desolation of Langen^ 
nor notice the afflictions under which the aged shoulders of Ignotus 
How bend ; and if such as these pages describe be the misery pro- 
duced in one sequestered village, in consequence of a single battle, 
what imagination can grasp the sum of that which was caused by 
the revolution, and all its sanguinary contests ?** 

Montbfy Review, July 18(^4. 

** This is an interesting, affecting, and instructive tale, replete 
with good sense and good morals. The narrative is ably written^ 
the language is good, and ttie sentiments are unexceptionable/* 

Anti-yacohin, Feb. 1804, 

<* A pleasing and interesting narrative. The whole is appa- 
rently from the heart ;' and it will beguile the feeling mind of 
pity's softest drops." Critical Review, March 1804. 

*' This is a very pleasing and well-told tale, founded on th« 
outrages committed by the French in their most unwarrantabta 
subjection of Switzerland." Britiih Critic, Afril 1804. 

5. THE INFIDEL FATHER. A Novel. By 
Mrs. West. In 3 vols. Price 15s. in boaids.. 

" Mrs. West, the author of this novel, is not to be ranked 
among the silent and passive friends of religious and social order; 
vigilant in observation, and active in exertion, she openly braves 
their enemies ; boldly throws down the gauntlet to the philoso- 
phical sages, the Palnes, the Godwins, the Wolstonecrafts, the 
Williams's of the age ; hurls defiance in the face of fashionable 
vice ; and holds up her unblushing votaries to obloquy and shame. 
Standing firm herself on the rock of religion, she warns others that 
it is the only tenable ground which a Christian can occupy, and 
provte to the sceptic, ai\d the infidel, that the sandy basis, ovk 
which they have foolishly erected their gaudy superstructure, is 
unable to resist the slightest breaih of reason and of faith, but must 
fall before it, and involve its r^tsh and foolish tenants in irretriev- 
able ruin — The design is excellent, and the execution is equal to 
the conception — In conclusion, we recommend this novel to our 
readers as one which, though it may have been exceedcil by many 
in ingenuity and wit, yields to none in good sense, judicious ol>- 
servatioHy useful instruction, and sound principle." 

Anti-Jacobin Review, May i8o3» 



^ ** AmoDg the novels of the past year, the Infidel Father is ea* 
titled not merely to tlie first plaori but to a superiority, which is 
not even approached by any of the rest. The « Gossip's Story," 
and « Tale of the Times," fixed Mrs. West in a high rank of 
novel-writen; and the work before us demonstrates the author to 
possess still greater abilities than her former productions had called 
into action ; and we are persuaded that she will be universally 
considered as having been employed, during the compositicm of 
them, honourably for herself, and beneficially for the public." 

jifomal Reviewy i8o2« 

6. A GOSSIP'S STORY AND LEGENPARY 
TALE. By Mrs. West. In 2 vols. 12mo. Fourth 
Edition. Price 7s. boards. 

*< We can recommend this story as uniting to a great degree of 
interest the rarer qualities of good sense, and an accurate know- 
ledge of mankind. The granunatical error s and vulgarisms which 
disgrace many even of our most celebrated novels have here no 
pla^ ; and .several of the shorter poetical pieces interspersed 
through the work have very considerable merit. Amusement is 
combined with utility^ and fiction is inlisted in the cause of virtue 
and practical philosophy." Montb/y Rcvievf, Jan,iy^J- 

' 7' A. TALE of the TIMES. By Mrs. West. 
In 3 vols. 12mo. Second Edition. Price 13s. 6d. 
sewed. 

<< The readers of this Tz\e will derive a gratification superior to 
that which is usually communicated by similar productions. 

« The authoress of this work is already distinguished in the 
circle of literature ; and her reputation will doubtless be consider- 
ably increased by the propriety ^f sentiment, correct delineation of 
character, and nervous comjjo^ti^^^which these volumes exhibit." 
CrititMl ReiunVi March 1799- 

8. THE ADVANTAGES of EDUCATION j 
or, the HISTORY of MARIA WILLIAMS 5 a 
Tale, for very Young Ladies. By Mrs. West, 
Author of '' A Gossip's Story," *' Tale of the 
Times," " Infidel Father," &c. &c. The second 
Edition. In 2 vols. 12mo. Price 7^. in boards. 
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